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Underſtanding Chriſtians 


PaHIlT 


Worthily to Commemo= 
rate theDeathof CHRIST 

| in the Holy Sacrament of 

the Supper of the Lord, 
opened and urged 


In a Diſcourſe upon + Cor. 11. | 


23. Deſigned ro the Satisfaftion 
of fcha 25 out of ſcruple of Con- 
ſcience do omir the lame. 
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THE 
| EFESSTLE 
” TOTHE 
READER. 
Chriſtian Reader, 
Y Aving drawn 
* up thele my 


Thougats into this 
| Form, in order to the 
' ſatisfying of a Private 

| A 4 Chri- 


Þ 

q 

| 
| 


The Epiftle 

Chriſtian, I was mo- 
ved to let them palle 
forth into the Publick 
out of a hope that the 


publication thereof 


might be helpful to- 


wards the hindring of 


the farther ſpreading 
of that Diſeaſe, tor 
which I had pro vided 
this Remedy. Many 
| law were the Mcans 
by which men are hin- 
dicd trom the Duty 
there urged : Some 
need theretore I judg- 
ed there was of ac- 
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To the Reader. ; 
quainting them, both 
with the Realons for 
it, and Motives to it. 
The judgment of my 
deſign I leave to thee, 
the {uccelſe to God. 
One thing I deſire of 
thee, 9/2 to COncelve 
that urging 1t as a Ge- 
neral Duty upon 
all Members of the 
Church of Chriſt qua= 
lifted by Age and 
underſtanding tor ſuch 
a Performance, I do 
include and preſ{up- 
pole the conſctenti- 
As ous 


* 5 Ac. 


The Epiſtle 


-ous performing of all 


reyvious duties pre- 
diſpoting and prepa- 
ring thereunto. And 


with this grein of 


Salt.if thou take what 
1s offered thee, it may 
become bath ſavoury 
and beneficial to thee. 


It chou canſt not agree 


with me in all, yet 
agree with me in what 
thou canſt : and make 
not that, which -was 
deſigned to heal, be 
an occaſion of increa- 
ſing differences. Too 

many 


Ly, 


To the: Reader. 

many already are too 
buſie at thae work. If 
my diſcourſe ſhall ar 
any time preiſe hard 
npon thy Opinion, or 
upon thy practice, 
conſider not ſo much 
what thou mayſt reply 
to me, orthe world, 
buc whas thou ough. 
teſt to anſwer to God, 
avd thine own Cam 
{cience about it. And 
take heed of a wilkul 
ſhutting thine eyes a- 
gainſt an ofter'd light. 
If thon ſhalt overtake 
me 
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The Epiſtle 
me 1n any Fault (from 
which I do not pro- 
telle my tclt tree) do 
not reprove me with 
Words of bitternetle, 
bur reſtore me 77 the 
Spirit of mezrkneſje, 
conſidering thy ſelf, 
left thou alſo be tem- 
pted. And beware 
that the diſcovery of 
a ſuppoled errour, 
harden thee not into 
a Retuſal of a certain 
truth. Of the Con- 
cealment of my Name 


(leſt chat offend thee) 


take 


To the Reader. 


take this account. My 
meaning herein is, 
that thou ſhouldeſt 
not judge of my Book 
by my Perſon, bur of 
my Perlon (ft thou 
wilt necd3 be judg- 
'* 10g) by my Book. *Tis 
an i] Courle, though 
che Ulnal Courſe, to 
meaſure a DodGrine 
by it's Yeacher : the 
Teacher ſhould be 
{ meaſured by his Do- 


' Grine. Then 15 our 


_ affection rightly pla- 
ced, when we love the 


Teas 


ny 


The Epiſtle 


' Teacher for the 


Truths ſake, and the 
Truth it (elf, not for 
its Teachers bur for 
its own ſake. Conſi- 
der therefore,not who 
Iam, but what I ſay : 
and of what is ſaid, 
take Thou the Profit, 
give Me the Pardon, 
and for the Praiſe a- 
ſcribe it wholly unto 
God; to whole mer- 
cy and -goodneſle I 
commend Thee, be- 
1ng deſtrous to be 
recommended there- 


unto. 


CE, 


To the Reader. 
unto by thee, as 
being 

4 
Ofeb.26. Thy fi neere 
1659. tho ugh ſecret 
: Friend and 


by. Servant, 


Irenzus Philaleches. 


A Ge- 


ERRATA. 


Tn the Epiille, after theſe 
words, Duties prediſpoling and 


preparing thereunts, edde, 


and there withal the Jawful- 


neſs of the Minifter and admi- 


niltration. 


In {1c Conrenrs blot our $.22. N. 
Land $.22. 3. 10cS 23; 1.5 22. 

fn the Book, page 7.1. 12. expe- 
rience, read expreflc. 
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A General Survay 


of the Contenrs ot 
this Treatiſe. 


He ( oherence, Scope, and 
Diviſion of the Text, Sea. 
I, 25 3. 

Two Duties preſcribed in it : 
one primary and ſubjtantial : 
the other [wats and Cir 
ecrmitantial. Sq 

Man a word ebendarg 

both ſexes. F. <5. 

Two Points raited from the 

Toxt. SS, 6: 

Underjtandimg Chri tian,whs 

d. 7+ 

Command of Corit Immedi- 
ate and Mediate . Diret and 
Traired : all bindiug. S.9. N.2. 
An 


The Contents, 

An expreſs, immediate, 4i- 
red command from Chriſt for 
the Duty of commemorating his 
Death ly communicating. S. 9. 
No. 3. 

That command neither tole 
reſtrained to that particular 
Time, but extending ts the Fu- 
tyre. 9. 9.5. nor to thoſe par- 
ticklar perſens, but reaching 
unto all ſucceeding dvl) quali- 
fied Church-members. S. 9. N.8. 

Fhe Duty prafticed in the 
Church early, and often, and 
ſuppoſed to be perpetual. S. 5. 
N. 7. 

A met ate,indireft command 
for the Duty. S. 10. N. r. 

The phraſe Let him eat, im- 
plies a command. S.10. N.2. 

The Duty urged from Pracjice 
6f the Primitive Ch-rch, S, 11: 
N..T: 


The Pradtice of the Church a © 


kind of Interpretative command 
of 


The Contents. 
To of Chrit. S. 11. No. x, 

The prafice of that frimt- 
tre Church in this Particular 
declared, S.12.N 2. 
$$ TheGromd of that Praviice. 

S..1t»:3. 

Apoſtulical Orders grounded 

81 Authority Divine. $.11.N.5. 
© Pradtice of the Primitve 

Church in Eſſentials of Worſhip 
bmadimg.S. 11.N. 6. 
The Duty enforced upon the 
Acconnt of Chriſtian Gratitnde. 
iS MS 
| Which is not to be expreſſed 
generally oxely, but this way 
| particularly. S. 12 N. 2. 3. 
| Mr. Perkins judgment rper 

the Caſe. S 14. 

Grounds of the Duty a ſuff- 

_ Juſtification of our Practice. 

- IS. 

Negleders of the Duty Re- 
1 Proved ani charged with Un* 
 Worthineſſe tywards Gods Re- 
NJ belizont 


The Contents. 
Lellion againſt Chriſt ; Breach 


07 Communion with the Church ; 
Unthank fulneſſe for the Benefits 
of Chrilt's Death; and contempt | 
of Chrit's Ordinance. S. 17. | 

Senſe of a mans unworthineſs 
and feay of the Danger of 1n- 
worthy Receiving pleaded. Se. 
18. and anſwered. S. 19- 

Unworthmeſs exempteth not 
grom Duty. S. 19. N. 2. 

No neceſſity of either unW1r- 
thy Receiving or unworthy Ke- 
fuſing the Sacrament, both the 
I1conveniences being to ve 4- 
voided by taking a midale 
Way. S. 19, N. 3. 

' Net every unworthy Recerver 
neceſſarily damned. S.19. N. 4. 

A twofold warthmeſs : viz. 
ef Perſon and of Performance. 
$.19, N. 5, 

FWorthineſs of Performance 
ſtood pou by the Apoltle , not 
worthineſs of Perſon, S. 19. N:5. 

I or- 


The Contents- 


Worthineſs of Performance 
where it ſtaxds. $.19. N.6. 
A two'old worthineſs of Per- 
> ſon, viz. an Inherent and an Im- 
puted. $. 19. MN. 7. 
Imputed worthineſs qualifies 
for Communicating, $. 19. N. 7. 
| Suppoſed Inherent worthineſſe 
| aber to Receiving. $. 19. N. 7. 
| Small meaſure of Repentance 
| and Faith pleaded. S. 19. N. 8. 
* and anſwered, N. 9. &c. 
| Meaſure of Repentance and 
| Faith neceſſsry in a worthy 
, Communicant not expreſſed, S. 
' 19. N. 9, 10. 
Trath of both neceſſary to a 
. Worthy Receiving, S.19. N.9.10. 
Hypocrites whether Receiving 


{ 


4 or not in a ſad caſe. Sig. N.10. 
| Better do the Duty ſo well as 
| We Can out of reſpei? to God's 

Command, though we cannot do 
| it ſo well as we would:then not to 

g do the Duty at all, ont of reſpet 


The Contents: 


to 02r own doubt, that we cans | | 
not do it ſo well s wewould. 5. | 
29. N. 11> 

Dr. Ames Reſolution upon L 


two Caſes of Conſcience. 5.19.N. 
12.:12- 

Not being mm Charity pleaded | 
an1 anſwered. Sect. 20. No.1. c 


The Plea of not berng in Cha= | £6 
rity, ſo farr from excuſns g, that | 
it aggravates the uncharitable 4 C 
Non-Receivers guilt. S. 20.N.2, 

Mr. Perkins Judgement upon | 6 
the Cafe. S. 2. N. 2. 

IV ickedneſs of the | Minifter [ cl 
pleaded and anſwered. S. 21:N. | 
T5 = | 

Wicked Minijter: to be remso- | re 
ved by the Diſcipline of the 
Church. S.21. N.r. D 

The efficacy of the Sacrament 
aepends not on the Holineſs of 
the Miniſter. 9. 21. N, 2. 3 

Hiracl puniſhed ſor abborring. P £l 
the offering of the Lord, Lecanſe | | 

| 
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The Contents. 


of the Prieſts wickedneſs. S, 21 
N. 2. 

Mr. Atterſol aud Mr. Per- 
kins Judgenrent upon the Caſe. 
I. 21. Ne'2: | 

Exception agarſt the Form 
and Poſture in giving and re- 
ceiving Conſidered. S. 22. N. 1. 
&C. 

Melanthon's Prefice in the 
Caſe, as alſo Mr. Hilderſham's 
and Mr. C alvin's judgement up- 
61 the Caſe. S. 22,N.3. 

Exception againf# our Paro- 
chial congregations conſidered. 
S. 23. N. 1. 

Scriptures alledged againit 
receiving 1n ſuch Congregations. 


 -$..23+ IN 2+ 


Conſiderations offered to the 
Alleger ef theſe Scriptures. S.3. 
N. 33435309728" 

1 Cor. 5. 11. conſidered and 
Cleared. S.25.N.9 

2 Cor. 6. 17: mg dered and 
aleared. 


The. Contents. 


cleared. S. 22. N. 11. 

Ephe. 5. 11. conſidered and 
cleared. S. 22. N. 12. 

2 Theſlal. 3. 6, 14. confider- 
ed and cleared. S. 22.N. 13. 

Conſiderations offered to bim 
that will joyn in Church fellow- 
(hip with none but ſuch as are 
Real'y Holy. S. 22. N. 19. 

Urtnus judgment upon the 
Caſe S. 22. N. 15. 

Conſiderations offered in the 
way of Motive to the perform- 
ance of the Duty. S. 23. N. 2, 
244555057, 

Benefits of worthy Recerwving. 
S. 23, N.7, 8, 9, 10, 

The Duty of Recerwing not to 
be performed without the Pre- 
paratorie Duty of Self-Exa- 
MIRINE. S. 2.4: 
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Underſtanding Chriſtians 


DUTY: 


1CokR. 11. 28. 


But let « 240 examine hime 
(elf, and ſo let kim eat of 
| that Bread, and drink of 
| that Cup. PF 


D He Apoſtle has 
VINg taYe'1 10- 
tice of fome 
iniſcarriavcs in 
the Corimthi- 
ans at their 
meetings rogether to eat rhic 
Supper 


———_——— 


Sed. 1- 


s | td a RS. wad ww 7 
|, \ 


'2, 


The underſianding 


Sapper of the Lord and rebu- 
ked them for them, ver.'17. to 
23. In order to the prevent- 
ing ef the hike co eome, Firſt, 
He ſpreads before them the 
In/titution of that Holy Feaft, 
vey. 23. to 26. Secondly, He 
infirufs them in the Main 
End of that Infticution, viz. 
The Commemoration, or 
ſhewing forth of che Lord's. 
death, ver. 26. Thirdly, He 
ecquaints them with the den- 
gerous Guilt which they 
ſhould draw upon themſclves 
by ummworthy Receiving, vis. 
T he Guile of the y end 
Blood of Chrift,v.27. Fourth- 
ly, He preſcribes chem the 
Way by which they might be- \ 
come worthy Reeciycrs, vis. 
By examining themſelves be- |. 
fore they Receive, here in 
this verſe 28. But let & man 
exemme himſelf. . » 
o i 


Chriſtians Duty. 3 x 
So thae the Text is a kind 5p. -. 
of Apoſtolical Canon,or Con- - 
ſtituiton given to the Cor tn» 
thians for the Examining of 
? themſelves in order co their 
| worthy Recciying of the Holy 
Sacrament of the Siipper of 
the Lord. | 
The Particulars which it Sed. 3. 
preſents us with aretwo, 1. £ 
De:'ble Duty, viz. 1. To exa- 
mine a mans ſelf ; and 2. To 
8a! of that Bread,and drink of 
that Cup. 2. A ſingle Subjel 
on whom theſe Ducies are 1n- 
cumbent. A men. BE. 
Of the Duties preſcribed in Sed. 4- 
the Texe, the One 1s Primary F 
and Subftentia!, and that is, 
To eat the bread, and. drink 
' - the Cupof the Lord. The O- 
|. ther 1s, Subordinate and Cir- 
cumftanrial to be done 1n che 
| way of Preparation for che 
x Firft ; end that is, For 4 
B - 1 8F 
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; 
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The wnderflanding 
man to examine himſelf. 

The SybjeF is Indetinicely 

expreſſed by #»oza- Man, © 
word comprehending both 
the ſexes of humane kind, and 
by the Circumſtances of the 
Place reſtrained to a Churche 
member able to perform the 
Duties of examinivg himſelf, 
and Receiving the Sacrament 
of - the Snpper of the Lord ; 
Let « man, 1. e. every ſuch man, 
examine himſelf, and ſo let him 
eat of that bread, and drink of 
that Cup. - | 

_ So that the Points, that the 
Text holdsforrh, are Two. 

It # every under/tandiag 
Ehrijtians Duty to Com- 
memorate the Death of 
Chrijt by a worthy Cele- 
bration of "the Supper of 


| 
nt 


| 


' the Lord. Let him eat of @; 


that bread 


In order to a worthy Cele- 
| bration 


Chrijtians Duty. 


bration of the Supper of 
the Lord it i the Duty of 
every Communicant to 
examine himſelf before he 
eat of that bread & drink, 
of that cup, But let 4 
91an examine himſelf, and 
ſo let him eat —— 

I begin with the Firſt, viz. 
Te 18 the Duty of every Un- 
deritanding Chriitian wor- 
thily to Receive the Supper of 
the Lord. 


By Underſtanding Chritian, Not. 2: 


F mean a member of the 
Church of © hrift ſufficiencly 
for the condition of the per- 
ſon Catechized in the Art 
cles of the Chriſtian Faith in 
General, and particularly in 
the DoGrine of that Holy Sa- 
_ crament, and in the Duties 
belonging thereunto : Such « 
perſon , being not othecwile 
legally ſuſpended,norprivate- 


B 3 ly 
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The Wunderſtand ng 

Iy hindred by juſt Impedi- 
ment therefrom, ought, ad z 
bound '”n arty co ComTremo- 
rate the Death of Chriſt by « 
worthy celebration of the 
Supper of the Loxd, Where 
Rein by jvit Impediment 1 
mca:i with Mr. Perkins, con- 
ragious and incurable fick- 
neſs, neceliary journey and 
ſuch like, which may be dif- 
penſed withall. 

I now preceed to the proof 
of the Point. And it will ap- 
pear to be the Duty of every 
Church member ſo inftru- 
Red, as is ſaid, co Commemo- 
rate the death of Chrift by a 
worthy celebration of the 
Supper of the Lord upon a 
Threcfold acco:nt. 1- Of 
obedienee to the expreſs com- 
mand of Chriſt. 2. Of con- 
form ty to the practice of the 
Univerſal Church of Chrift. 

3. Of 


Chriſtians Duty. 7 
a> 3. Ot Gratitude or Thankful- 
neſs for the Benefic arifing to 1 
every Chriftian from the 

Death of Chrift. 

And Firſt it will ap-ear to Se@. 9: 
be the dury of every yundgr- Note 1- 
ftanding Chriſtian co comme- 
morate the death oi Chriſt by | 
« worthy celebration of the - 
Supper of the Lord upon the of 
account of Obedience to the 
experience command of Chriſt. 

? The exprels commands of Not. 2- 

| Chrift are cither Immediate, 
as ſpoken by Chriſt himſelf 
in hisown perſon ; or Med:ate, 
as ſpoken from Chriſt by his 

Apoſtles : and both again gre 

| either Dire and poſitive; or 
i IndireJ and Suppotttive. And 
{ Whaiſoever appears tofoc a 
| command of Chriſt any way, 

whether Immediately, or Me-. - 
« diately, Dirctly, or Indire- 
| Aly, it obliges tne perſon con-. 
V4 corned 
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Fhe underſtanding 
cerned therein, either to a 
Neceſlity of Obeying it, or to a 
Neceſſity of ſinning by diſobe- 
dience to it. Theſe things 
being thus premiſed, we will 
now lee in how many reſpe&ts 
it appears to be the Dury of 
every underſtanding Chu:ch- 
member to cymm<=moratc the 
dcath of Chriſt by « worthy 
celebration of the Supper of 
the Lord. 

AnJ it appears to be the 
duty of every underſtanding 
Chriſtian,&c. Firſt by expr:f 
Immediate, Dire&, and poit- 
tive Command piven by 
Chriſt himſelf jn his own per» 
fon. This appears from all 
thoſe places of Scripture where 
the ini{titntion of that Sacred 
Supper is recorded, Matth.26. 
26,27. And #1 they were eating, 
Feſus took bread, aud bleſſed 
it, and brake it, and gave it to- 

the 
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Chritians Duty. 
the Diſciples, and ſaid, Take, 
eat, this is my Body. And he 
took the Cup, ani gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, ſaying, 
Drink, ye all of «tt. So Mark, 
14. 22. Mad us they did eat, 
Jeſus took bread -<=- and ſaid, 
T ake, eat =-=-- So Luke 22.19. 
And be took bread == ſaying, 


'This ds in remembrance of me. 


So and moſt fully 1n 1 Cor. 1. 
23324 25,25. For I received of 
the Lord that which alſo I de- 
livered unto you--- Takegeat -= 
this doin remembrance of me; 
and again, This doe ye, 4s of 
as ye drink it, in remembrance 
of me. In all which places 
there is a command expreliy,, 
immediately , directly, and 
potitively given by Chriit co. 
bis Church in.ics then Repre- 
ſentative Body conſiſting of 
the whole Colledge of his 


Twelve Diſciples to perform 
B + thole 


No. 4. 


10 


The underflanding 
thoſe ſacred Aficns where- 
in the eclebration of his 
Supper chiefly conlifteth, vis. 
To take, and eat, and drink , 
bread and wine firſt conſecra- 
ted by bleſſing or thankſgi- 
ving. 

That he gave them ſuch 
command the words are too: 
plain for any man that hath 
not loft his wits or ſenſes to 
deny. Take, eat, drink ye all 
of it, Do this, or this doe, all 
are plain imperative words 
1mporting a dirc& ard poſitive 
command , not leaving the 
xerſons therein conceined at 
fiberey co doc it;it rbey lifted, 
or fo Jtave it endune, if they 
hited not, bit imirofng a 
Neceſliry of doing ic under 
penalcy of inning by diſobey- 
ing tif, 

Now if any man granting 
theſe words 0 1mport a com- 

mand 


Cbritians Duty. 
mand ſhall ob;e&, that it was 
bur a command pros tempore, 
having no other reſpe@Q then 
unto that particular Time 
end Aﬀtion; | anſwer : That 
Obje@ion is refuted by the 
only Naming of the End 
which our Saviour mentioned 
for his giving them that com- 
mand, which was, The com<« 
memoraring, remembring, or 
ſhewing forth of his death. 
Reme:inbrance or commemo- 
ration 1s of things paſſed, and 
out of {tghe, Chriſt was in 
their fight, and his death yer 
to coine : whereupon it ctexr- 
ly follows that the command 
of ſo doing was chiefly, and 
moſt properly ot concern - 
ment unto the time to come 
2ſter the death of Chriſt for 


them, and after rhe deparcure 


of Chrift from them, For a 
remembrance of whom, and 
TI 


Ji 


— 
—— 
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The underſianding 


iN. commemoration of which 
they were to doe this. Thrs 
doe in remembrance ef me, 
Luke 22. 19. 1 Cor. 11.2425» 
The Command to take, eat, 
and drink, did as well reſpe& 
the preſent as the future rime: 
But the command to doe this 


. (or thus, as ſome read it, ) 1# 


remembrance of him, 1n my 
apprehenſion ſeemeth only to 
bave reſpe& unto the furure, 
ar time ro come. For if thac 
commend. had had any re- 
lpe& unto the time preſent, 
then mult they, preſently after 
he had done the frſt,have be- 
gun a New celebration of his 
Supper; which that they did. 
was never once mentioned, 
nor es I ſuppoſe, fo much, 
as imagined. However that 
bis command had reſet nn» 
to- the fucure, and aut ro that 
preſent rime onely is mult 


clean 
EO Fw + 
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Ghritians Duty. 
clear by what is ſaid in 1 Cor. 
11. 25. where concerning the 
Taking, Bleſling,and Drinking 
of the Cup, he not only faich, 
Doe it, but doe ir, as oft & ye 
drink it, m remembrance of 
me, Which had becy improper 
ſpeaking, if he. had gor meant 
it ſhould be done any more 


after that time. Often is more 


then once, or twice: And it 
they were to doe it oftex, then 
their doing of it mult be fu- 
ture ;. for that was the firſt 
time that 1t was done. And 
if thoſe words 1 Cor. 11. 26. 
For as. often as ye eat this 
bread, and drink this Cup,ſhew 
ze(readingit unperatively ac- 
corying to the marginal ren- 
dring of the word) ibs Lord's 
death till he come, be under- 
ftocd as the words of Chritt, 
then there 1s a clear com- 
mand from Chriit for a con- 
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The underſtanding 
tinuation of that ſacred Adi- 
on by frequent reiterations 
of it ti]l the coming of the 
Lord : which undeniably 
muſt be underftood of the 
time to come ; and fo the 
command is not to be reftrai- 
ned to that particular time 


and Aftion. 


Bur vf it will not be gran-. 


ted that thoſe ere Chriſt's 
words, then admitting them 


to be the Apoſtles ( for bis. 


they muſt be, if not Chriſt's) 
yer the fame thing will till 
follow, viz. That the com- 


memorating of the death of 


Chriſt by a frequent eating of 
che Supper of the Lord 1s a 
Chriſtian Duty to be conti- 
nued rill the Lord come : For 
{ſo ſaith the Aprftle (if bi 
words they miſt be) #4 oft 
ye eat this bread and drink this 
xp ini{ umn ſhew ye, Or vo ye 

L835 
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Chrautians Duty. I5 
ſhew the Loras death till be 
come. And [| hope the Apo- 
 ſles words in this buſineſſe 
will paſs for a command from 
Chriſt with us ; eſpecially 
ſince he hath expreſly cold us, 
that he received of the Lord 
thet which he delivered unto 
us. 
Yetfurther take the words Ns. 7. 
as rendred in the Engliſh 
Text, fo as they are of Icaſt 
advantage towards our Hy- 
potheſis, and chey will afu;d 
us theſe Notes. 1. That it was 
ſo early in the Church a pra- 
ice for others, beh.ies the 
Diſciples, to whom {(.hinif? 
firſt adminiſtred it, io cat cf 
thai tread, and drixk of that 
cup : Forſo iaiththe Apoſtle 
ſpeaxing to the Corinthrams, 
ye rat of that bread, and Arink, 
of that Cup, #2. That w was 
te practice of the Primitive 

Chit 


The underſlanding 
Chriſtians to be oftezx at that 
Holy Duty : fo ſaith he, As 
often 5, 3. That the eating 
of that bread and drinking of 
that cup in cammemoration 
of the death of Chriſt was by 
thoſe Primitive Saints taken 
up as 2 cultome to be conti- 
nned till the coming of the 
Lord; ye ds ſhew ((aith he) 
the Lords. death till he come. 
4. That in that their pra&ice 
they had the approbation at 
Jeaſt of the Apoſtle, who re- 
Qifying ſome mnuſcarriages of 
theirs about ir,doth not diſan- 
nul or difaſlow of the praQice 
of it, which yer ſire he would 
have dove, haa he {known that 
our Saviours words at the in- 
ſtitution of Þis Suj-ner had not 
been excendible- beyond that 
preſent and particaiar Tine 
and Aﬀinn. 

Again, if aty man gran- 
ting 
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Chriftians duty. 
ting (what cannot be denied) 


that the words of Chriſt im- 
port a Command, ſhall obje& 


_ thar that * ommand was bur 


Perſons l, riipeting the paiti- 
cular perſons only of his then 
preſeni ilciples ; I anſwer, 
That Ob,cAion is eaiily refu- 
ted iy the praftice of the A- 
poſliles themſelves taking o- 
thersintofe!lowſhip with them 
m the performance of tat 
facred tion; as at Ter ſalem, 
ACs 2. 46. at Trom, As 29.7. 
ar Coriith, 1 Cor. 10: 16 17.) 
which they would not have 
done, had they underſtood rhe 
command of Chritt ro be bur 
perſonal. And who fſhouid 
underitand its true dimÞeni- 
ons and latitude, if not they 
who beſide the word of Chrit 
commaniiing them, had the 
Spirit alſo of Chriſt to lead 
and guide them.in the Execu= 


tion 
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tion of his Commands. So © 


chat 1t appears from hence 
that this command of Chrift 
is not to be reſtrained to any 
articular {ime or Perſons, 
ut 1s of General concern- 
ment unto all perſons in all 
Times, who ſhall land in that 
Relation unto Chriſt that 
thoſe particular perſons at that 
particular time ſtood into 
him, viz. as viiible Members 
of his Church, profeſſors of 
Faith, believers on him, Diſci- 
= to him, 1s to all under- 
tanding Chriſtiens or Mem- 
bers of the Church of Chrift, 
whoſe Duty it appears co be to 
commemorate the Death of 
Chriſt by a worthy Celebra- 
tion of his Supper upon the 
account of this expreſs Imme- 
diate, Dire& and Politive 
command for fo doing, given 

by Chriſt in his own Perſon. 
| Again, 


Chriftians dvty. 


' Again, Secondly it appears Sed. 10. 
tobe fo by en Expreſ6,though No. 1: 


but Mediate, Indire7t and 
ſupgpoſitive Command given 
from Chriit by an Apoftle of 
Chriſt, and that in the Text 
here; Le! @ man eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup. 
This Command | call Me4:ate 
becauſe given from Chriſt by 
the Mediation of Pan! ; Ind:i- 
rect, becauſe the Nire& inten- 
tion of the Apoſtle in this 
Verſe is to pgiveforth an Order 
for another Duty, vis. Exa- 
mination before Communi- 
cating ; S»ppoſitive, becauſe 
his preſcribing them the Duty 
of Examination proceeds up- 
on ſuppo;ition of its being a 


Duty to communicate, in 9r- 


der whereunto they were to 
Examine : But let « man ex«- 
wixe himſclf, and ſo let him 


eat, Kc. Let him eat, &c. bur 
firft 
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The underſtanding 
firſt Jet him examine : both are 
d:nies; but one to be done in 
order to.& in the way of pre- 
paraticon for the other. Ext he 
muſt : ſo ſaith the Apoſtſe,Let 
hin eat, &c yecthere muſt be 
an Examining of himſelf be- 
fore his eating ; But let « man 
examine kmiſelf, and ſo let bun 
eat, &C. 

If any man think thar the 
Apolile in faying, Let him eat, 
ſpeaks bur permiſively, as mea- 


' B1':g only that be may, not 


that he 2ygbt, as being a thing 
only lay fyl upon allowance, if 
done: and not Neceſſary upon 
command. that « ſhould be 
done; I ſhall deſire him to 
tell me whether the Apoſtle in 
a:ing,Let a man examvne bim- 
ſelf, do ſpeak bur permiſſively 
allo, as meaning only that he 
#4y, not that he ought, as be- 


ing only lawful vpon allow- 
ance, 


Chriſtians Duty. 
ance, if done, and not Neceſ- 


ſary upon command that it 
ſhould be done. If he ſay 


thac in this, the Apoſtle ſpeaks: 


but permſively, then it will 
follow ( for any thing that is 
ſpoken 1n this place, and I do 
not remember any other 

lace, where any thing is fpo- 
(26 particularly to this pur- 
poſe) that it 15 lawful alſo, and 
ſhall be no im for « man to eat 
of that bread and drink of that 
cup without examining him- 
felt : for whac is but Jawful 
and no duty to bz done, way 
Jawfully and withoit finning 
be lefr undone; And then 
what fear of cating and drin- 
king damnation 'to' a 'mans 
ſelf through an unworthy #: e. 
unprepared: cating and <irin- 
king ? Bur if he ſay the Apo- 
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of Commend, then it muſt fol- 
low that he doth ſpeak by way 
of command 1n the other alſo: 
For he ſai:h as we)l, Let him © 
eat and drink as well as 
examine bimſelf. And the 
Verbs expreſſing thoſe duties 
of cating, and drinking (viz. 
$0: and win) are as impe- 
rative in their Form as is the 
Verb expreſſing the duty of 
examining, ( vis. Aazustin,) 
So that the eating of that 
bread, and drinking of that 
cup is by vertue of this Scri- 
cure as much our Duty, as it 
1s ours or any mans duty, by 
the ſame Scripture to examine 
himſe'f before he cat &drink. 
.And thus we ſee it appenry 
to be the Duty of every un- 
derſtanding Ch:rch-Member 
to commemorare the Death of 
Chriftby a worthy celcbration 
ofthe Supper of the Lozd upon 
the 


Cbrijtians Duty. 
the account of Obedience to au 
expreſs command given as well 
immediately, and poſitively 
by Chrift in his own perſon, 
as Mediatecly and Suppoſi- 
tively from Chriſt by the A- 
poſtle of Chrift. 


Secondly , Suppofin thar Sf. It. 
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there were Ro luch e preſſe Not. i- 


command of Chrift extenr, 
ta ic would till appear to be 

is dury upon the account of 
that Conformity which he owes 


to the Prefiice of the Univerſa) 


Church of Chriſt , eſpecially 
conſidered in its prime Pri- 
mitive purity during the times 
and days of che Apoſtles. For 
it eannot be imagined but 
that what was a genera! efſen- 
tial Duty of al] Chriſtians in 
theſc laft days of Reformati- 
on, mutt, and upon the ſame 
account be the General Duty 
of all Chriſtians ig &)l (nccee- 

ding 
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The underfianding 
ding Generations. We will 
therefore take a view firſt of 
the Praftice of the. Church of 
Chriſt in thoſe days touching 
this Matter, and ſecondly of 
the Ground of that their Pra- 
ice : and if it appear that 
their Praftice was founded 
upon command, then it will 
follow that: by vertue of a 
command, and even chat very 
command which pur them 
upon that practice, we are 
obliged to a Conformity with 
them in that ſame praftice,un- 
Jeſs we can ſhew either a 
countermand, or a diſpenſa- 
tion granted by a competent 
Authority tierefrom. So that 
the practice of the Primitive 
Church of Chriſt is a kind of 
Imterpretative comm :nd of 
Ciri roucking rings not 
otherwiſe by kim coummans 


ded : wpon the account 


wacreof 


» = 


Chriſtians Duty. 


whereof we, leaving off to 
ſanAifhe the commanded Se- 
venth day in Memory of the 
Creation, do continue to ſan- 
Aiftie the uncommanded Fight 
day 1n memory of our Re- 
demption. 
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For their pradice itis clear No. 2. 


in Scripture ' ( beſides that 


cloud of witneſſes that would 


come in from Eccleſiaſtical 
writings) that the Chnrch of 
Chriſt inthe days of the Apo- 
ſtles did frequently celebrate 


this holy Feaſt of the Supper 


of the Lord, ſet forth in Scri- 
Yture very ordinarily under 
the phraſe of Breaking Bread. 
This was the praftice of the 
Church of Chriſt in Fer»yſa- 
lem, Afis 2. 42. Thoſe that 
upon Saint Peter's Sermon 
were converted, and by Bap- 
tiſme added unto the Church 

GC are 
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are ſaid to have continued 
ſfiedfaſily in the Apojtles de- 


firine, and fellowſhip, and in © 


breaking of Bread | i. e. eating 
the Lord's Supper, ] and 
Prayer : and lo again mention 
1s made of their Breakivg 
Bread, 3. e. receiving the Sa- 
crament, ver. 46. This alſo 
was the practice of the Church 
of Chrif 

And upon the firjt day of the 
week | i.e. upon the Sunday, 
or Lord's day | when the Diſ- 


ceples came together to break 


Bread | i. e. to receive the Sa- 
crament | Paul preached nnts 
them, and together with them. 
Paul broke Bread | 3. e: recei- 
ved the Sacrament ] ver. 11. 


And thus it was the practice - 


of the Church of Chrift at 
Cor:ath, 1 Cor. 10. 16,17. The 
czip of bleſſing, which webleſs, 


z it not the communion of the 
blood 


at Tres, As 20.7. 
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Chriſtians Duty. 
blood of Chriſt ? The bread 
which we break, is it not the 
communion of the body of 
Chriſt ? For we being many 
are one bread and one body : 
for we are All partakers of that 


one bread. And the ſame is 
| ſo evident as nothing can be 


\ 


more from what is ſaid to that 
purpole here in this 11. Chap. 
from ver. 17. to the end. Nor 


can the contrary be demon- 


firared of any other Church ; 
therefore I hence conclude, 
that ſuch was the praftice of 
the Catholick Church of 
Chriſt in that age. 


Secondly , for the Ground Note 


of their practice, that can be 
no other then this, That it was 


 ſoordained, and ordered a- 


mongſt them by thoſe who 


_ were the firſt preachers to,and 


- planters of thoſe Churches, 


viz. The Apolles of our Lord 
G2 Jeſus 
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Jeſns Chriſt, and other Evani- 
elifts,and Mimiters ordained, 
appointed, and ſent forth by 
them for that work. For o- 
therwiſe ic is impoſſible to 
imagine how there ſhould be 
in ſo many ſundry and ſo far + 
diſtant ,places of the world 
ſuck an Uniformity as in the | 
Subſtantials of the Faith of 


3 
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Chriſt, fo in the Eſſentials of 
the worſhip of Chriſt. 

' Of the Apoſtles and Apo- 
ſtolical perſons ſo ordaini ig 
and ordering of things among 
their New gathered Churches 
11 their ſeveral Quarters 
there are abundant Evidences | 
in the Scripture. Hence thoſe 
Expreſſions of Paul, Ss ordain 
J m all Churches, 1x Cor. 7. 
17, and for this cauſe left I I 
thee in Creet that thou ſhouldit 
ſet i2 order the things that are 1 
wanting, or I:tt undone, 


Tit. 


,* 
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Chrijtians Duty. 
Tit. 1. 5. and. 1 Cor. 14+ 4O. 
Let all things be done decently 
and in order, 2? wth, 4. &. ac- 
cording to Order, or appoint- 
ment. And in this 1 Cor. 11. 
34. The rejt will T ſet in order 
when I come. In Ads 15. we 
find the Chirch' at Antioch 
appea'ing to the Apoſtles and 
Elders at fernſalem for the 
determination of a Con'ro- 
verſie moved amongſt them : 
and the Apoſtles accordingly 
making decrees, and ſending 
their Legates, choſen Men to 
deliver thoſe decrees;and thoſe 
men that were ſent delivering 
them. And in As 16. we 
find Paxl in his Viſitation of 
che Brethren ſetling the Ob- 
ſervation of thoſe decrees in 
other places belides Antigch, 
even 1n every city where he 
hal preached the Word of 
God,delivering unto them the 
G2 arcrees 
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decrees: for to keep that were 
erdained of the Apoſtles and 
Elders which were at Jeruſa- 
lem. So that' what was fo 
generally and ſo carly obler- 
ved, and done in the Primi- 
tive Church , was obſerved 
and done by expreſs order, 
diretion, decree, canon, con- 


ftitution, and appointment of 


the Apoſtles of Chriſt, either 
Mediately, or Immediately 
giving forth ſuch order, or 
direftion, | 
Now that which the Apo- 
ſtles generally did,or decreed, 
appointed or ordered to be 
done in things pertaining (© 
the Kingdom. of God, z. e. the 
]athering, planting, ſetling, 
and ordering of Churches; 
they did by authoruy and 
comnullion from. Chritt, and 
by ſpecial Aſliftance and Gui- 
dance of the Holy Ghoſt ſent 


down 
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Chriſtians Duty. 
down upon them for that 
purpoſe, as appears from Mat- 
28. 19,20. Go ye therefore,and 
teach all Nations, baptizing 
them in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the on, and of the 
Holy Choſt, teaching them to 
Obſerve all things whatſoever 
FE have commanded you ; an4 
lo IT am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world 
Amen. And Afis 1.3.To whom 
alſo he ſhewed himſelf alive af- 
ter his paſſion ſpeaking of 
the things pertaining to the 
Kingdom of God. And wer. 8. 
Te ſhall receive power , after 
that the Holy Gho is come 
pon you,, Or, as it is inthe 
Margin ,- ye ſhall recetve the 
Power of the Holy Ghojt coming, 
pox you; whom he had pro- 
miſed ſhould come after his 
departure from them-, to be 
with them for ever, John 14+ 

G4 16. 
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16. to teach them all things, 
and bring all things to their 
remembrance, whatſoever he 
bad ſaid unto them, John 14. 
26. and to guide them into all 
truth, John 16. 13. reciving of 
his to ſhew unto them, 1b. v. 14, 
Whence is that expreſſion of 
theirs touching their decrees 
ſent from Jeruſalem to An- 
tioch, As 15. 28. It ſeemed 
good to the Holy Gho't, and to 
us, to lay upen you no greater 
burden thew theſe neceſſary 
things, &c. Whereupon it 
follows what was by the 
Apoſtles generally done, de- 
creed, ordained, an1 ordered 
to. be done had a Divine Au- 
thority and Warrant for the 
Ground of it : and that their 
preachings and conſtitutions 
wereto be looked on (and ac- 
cordingly were fo) received 
and obeyed as the Laws, and 
Ocders 
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Chriſtians Duty. 
Orders of Jeſus Chriſt, accor- 
ding tro what Chriſt himſclf 
had ſaid, Matth. 10. 40. He 
that recerveth you receiveth me, 
and be that recerveth megrecer- 
veth him that ſent me; and 
To'n 13. 20. Verily, verily, I 
ſay unto you, He that receiveth 
whomſoever T1 ſend, receiveth, 
me: and he that receiveth me, 
recezveth bim that ſent me. 
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The conclutjion from all 17. 4. 


which mult be this, That the 
pradzce of the Primitive Chur- 
ches of Chriſt in the Eſſentials 
of - the Worſhip of Jeſus 
Chriſt, when it is once clear- 
ly known, is binding to all 
fucc eding Churches and 
Chriſtians, in their ſeveral ge- 
nerativns: fo 2s that ic is their 
Puty- to be conformable in 
their pradice unto the pra- 
Rice of thoſe Primitive Chur- 
ches and Chriſtians, For 
OF what 
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what they did, they did by 
Order from the Apoſtles of 
Chrit; and what the Apo- 
fles of Chriſt ordered, they 
did order by an Anthority 
and Dire&ion from Chriſt 


himſelf ; whoſe Authority is. 
caſt off, and command difo- 


beyed,whileſt we a&t contrary 
to thoſe Orders which he gave 
by his own Werd, or by his 
Spiric to his Apoſtles, and by 
his Apoſtles to the Primitive 
Churches and Chriſtians, and: 
by them. to all ſucceeding 
Churches and Chriſtians in 
their Generations. So: then, 
tt being. clearly known, thar 


it was the practice of all the 


Primitive Churches of Chriſt, 
with all the parcicuſar Mem- 
bers of thole Churches, fre- 
quently co meer together to 
cel:brace the Holy Feait of 
the Supper oi tae Loxd,, witch 

iS 
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Chrijtians Duty. 25 
is an Effential part of the 
worſhip of Chrift ; it follows. 
that tt is the Dury of all ſuc- 
ceedins Churehes and Mem- 
bers of i che Church of Chriſt, 
frequently to receive that Ho- 
ly Sacrament. And the ic- 
fuſing ſo to doe, is ſo far a 
Sas: os off from commu- 
nion with the catholick 
Church, and a diſobedience 
to the Ordinance of Chrift. 

And thus we ſee it appears No. 7+. 
to be the Duty of every Un- 
derftanding Chriftian,worthi- 
ly to commemorate the Death 
of Chriſt, in receiving the 
Holy Sacrament of the Sup- 
per of the Lord, upon the ac- 
count of that conformity, 
which he owes to the pradqtice 
of. the LIntverſal Church of 
Chriſt. 

Yet Thirdly, the ſame $28. 12. 
thing will appear to be the yo. x. 

| _ Duty 
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Duty of every Underſtanding 
Member of the Church of 
Chrift, upon the account of 
Gratitude or Thankfulneſs for 
the denetitarifing to everytrue 
Chriſtian from the death of 
Chritt. That every crue Chri- 
ſtian is capable upon his por- 


' ſeverance in the Faith, of 


grcat Bemefit by the Death of 
Chriſt, there 1s nothing more 
evident. Our Redemption, 
Tuftification and Gloriticati- 
on, with all the graces adhe- 
rent, and conſequent thereto, 
are a'] founded in the death 
of Chriit. Now, by the law 
of nature, every Benefit ob- 
liges the Receiver thereof to 
all juſt Actions, and Expreſli- 
ons of Thankfulneſs to his 
Benefa&our. Foraſmuch ther 
as 1t 1s the Duty of every 
Chriſtian to be thankful unto 
Chriſt for that Benefit that he 

believes, 


Ebritians Duty. NS 
=. believes and hopes to receive 
by his Death : and the recei- 
ving of the Sacrament is an 
Expreion of a Chriſtians 
oh {hankfulneſs for char benetic 
' (the Cup 1uthe Sacrament is 
is cailed the Cup of Bleſſing ; 
and the whole Action is called 
The Eucharit, or Giving of 
Thanks) Therfore upon the 
pure account of Gratitude, 
were there no other Obliga- 
tion thereunto Iying upon 
him, every Chriſtian is z# duty 
bound to commemora e the 
Death of Chriſt by a worthy 
Celebration of the Supper of 

the Lord 
If any man yeilding ( as. 2. 
wH neceſſarily every Chrittian 
_ muſt) that it isfiis duty to 
be Thankful unto Chriſt, for 
the Benefit which he receives 
by his Deaths ſhall yet ſuppoſe 
it not Necellary this way to 
exprels 
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| expreſs his thankfulneſſe, 


bur chink jt enough for the 
diſcharge of his Duty, if he 
do it by words in prayer, or 
otherwiſe; I anſwer, that as 
upon a general accoint, he 
ought to-do it any way that he 
can ? So upon the particular 
account of Chriſts having or- 
dered it thzx way to be done, 
this way neceſſarily,waatere he 
do in any other way, he ought 
to exprels his thankfulnelſs. 
Fhat our Lord Jcſus Chriſt 
hath ordered it thy way to be 
done, 1s moſt evident from 
his own words repeated Þy the 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 11. 24, 259 26+ 
ſpeaking of taking, & eating 
the bread, This faith he, do 3x 
remembr an”e of me:and ſpeak- 
ing of raking, and drinking 
the cups, This ſaith he again, 
doe ye, us oft ws ye drink it, in 
remembrance of me, For as «ft 


as 
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- 42s yeeat thi Bread, and drink 
this Cup, few ye the Lord's 
death till he come, i. e. conti- 

| nue to make a grateful ac- 
; i ov ledgement of the Benefic 
- that ye receive thereby. So 
that concerning thx, and the 
other ways of expreſſing their 
Thankfulnefs unto Chriſt, for 
the benefits which they receive 
by his death; I fha'l fay to fuch 
85 have bcen negltoent in this 
* way of expreiliing themlelves 
Thankfu!,as our Saviour once 
ſaid in another caſe, This 
ought ye to have done, an4 not 

to leave the other undone. And 
you may even as well refuſe 

to be chank'ul unto him ac all, 
WILL refuſe to expreſs your thank- 
fuJneſs 11 that partic.:lar way 
which Chriſt hath preſcribed: 8& 
ordered. And your carriage In 

« etfeftſpraks thus much, Lord 
F acknowledge my ſelfe bound , 

8 
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be thankful unte thee for the 
benefits of thy deeth,but I do not 
like the particular way of ex- 
preſſing my thankfulneſſe unto 
thee which thou haft preſcribed, 
viz. by ſhewing forth thy death 
in eating of thy Supper : if ony 
other way will content thee, well 
and good; but thu way I nei- 
ther like nor mean to expreſi it. 
Now how inconſiſtent this, or 
any thing which 15 the fame in 
effet wich this, 1s unto true 
thaukfulneſs, every man may 
judge. So that unlefs we will 
be guilty of high ingratitude, 
or nithankfulneſs unto Chriit, 
for the Benefits that we receive 
by his Death, we muſt not 
only generally, any other 
way, but particularly in this 
very Way expreſs our thank- 
fulneſs unto him for it, vis. 
By commemorating his death, 
Mm a worthy celebration of tis 
Supper, 


E N 
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Supner, which is ſo lively a 
Memorial of his dying. 


So that by a Threefold Sefi. 15. 


Cord (which is not cafily bra- 
ken) ever; underſtanding 
Chriſtian is bound to comme- 
m rate the death of Chriſt by 
a worthy celebration of his 
Supper. - And every of theſe 
three Ponds hath a divine 
command, either General, or 
Particular, Mediate, or Imme- 
diate, Expreſs or Interprera- 
tive for the foundation of 1t. 
An. divine commands which 
way ſHever given, do ever 
carry along with then an Ob- 
ligation to the duty comman- 
ded by them. And to throw 
off, or wilfully neglect the 
Dury commanded , implies 
a throwing off , or a rebel- 
ling againſt the Authori- 
ty commanding. So that ei- 
ther we muſt diſown Chrift 

from 
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from being our Lord, or elſe 
we muſt doe our Duty in 0- 
beying his command ; and 
Doe this, as he hath comman - 
ded us, #1 remembrance of 
bim. 


Sect. 14+ 1 ſhall cloſe up this Part of 


my Piſcourfe with the Refoiu- 
tion of Mr. Perkzns upon this 
caſe, Hew far forth men have 
liberty to uſe ar mot to vſe the 
I erd's Supper. In anſwer to 
which he gives three Rules , 
] ſhall only repeat his firſt with 
the reaſon which he ſubjoins 
©unco it. His rule is. Every 
«© marr of years living in the 
«& Churchand being baptized is 
« boundin conſcience by Gods 
«< Commandment to n'e the 
& Lord's Supper. The Com- 
« mandment is expreſſed in 
<« thele terms, Take, eat,drink 
« Jo ye this. And it binds all 
* men 1in the Church, that are 
« bap- 
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« baptiſed, to the uſe of the 
* Lord's Supper. This is his 
© Rule. The Reaſon which 
© he gives of the Rule is, 
o« Firk,if any man refuſe to re- 
& ceive it when he may conve- 
« niently,having no juſt impe- 
« diment, ſo doing he neg- 
c« Jets and contemns the ordi- 
&« nance of Cod, Secondly 5 
« for a man to abſtain, when 
« he 1s called to receive it, 
« though haply he may be ex- 
c: cuſed in regard of ſame rea- 
« ſon inwardly known to hin- 
« ſelf ; yet bis abſtinence is & 
« bad example, and may givc 
« offenſe to others. Thiroly, 
«© the man that may receive, 
< and yet will. not, doth in 
<« cfte& ſulpend and with- 
& hold him(clf from the bene- 
_ © fit of this holy Sacrament. 

« Thus far that Learned C aſu- 
« jff. Caſ. Con. lib. 2. c. 10: 
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To this I ſhall add nomore 
at preſent by way of proof, 
buc proceed to the Application 
of the point. - 

And Firſt, it may be zſefr/! 
in the way of Information. 
Such as are unſatisfied 1n 
the Grounds of chis our 
Chriſtian Duty of Comme- 
morating the Death of Chriſt 
by a worthy Celebration of 
the Supper of tte Lord, may 
hence perceive, that we heve 
good warrant ſor what we doe 
(and fo are not juſtly charge- 
eble with the Guilt of bcing 
WWllwor ſhippers for it.) Firſt, 
It 15 a thing which pure Grats- 
trde, and that both upon a 
Genera), and a Particular ac- 
coltat obligeth us unto. Se- 
cond)y, it is a thing expreſly 
commanded by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and that immediately 
in his own Perſon, as well as 
medt- 


— OO — 


' 
: 


Chritians Duty. 45 
m2diately by is Apoſtle. And | 
thirdly, it is a thing which the 
Univerſal Church of Chriſt 1n 
all, and even in the firſt, and 
pureſt ages of it, bath ever Pra- 
ciſed. And if the nacurall /aw 
of Gratitude , if the politive 
Precept of Chriſt, if the Uni- 
verlal Pradice of the Church 
have not force enough in them 
to conſtitute « Duty, and 
warrant a Praftice, then, 
what hath ; If they have, then 
have we enough, not only to 
bear us out in our Praftice , 
but alſo to biad usto our Du- 
ty of Commemorating the- 
Death of Chriſt by a worthy 
Celebration of the Supper of 
the Lord. - 

Secondly, ic may be Uſeful Fj "IR : 
in the way of Reprehenſion 17 
to ſuch as #eg/et the Perfor- 
mance of this Grand Chriftt- 


an Duty. Truly ſuch perſons 
are 


—__ 
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are liable unto a very ſharp 
Reprebenſion, upon ſundry ae- 
counts. Firſt, they are guilty 
of great z1worthineſs towards 
God, by whom they are invit- 
ed to this Royall Feaſt. See 
the Parable of the Marriage 
made by the King for his ſon 
in Mat.22.1. to $. When God 
makes a Feaſt and bids Gueſts, 
he expects their Company, all 
excules, pleas, and pretenſes 
of occalions, and buſineſſes 
whatſoever ſet apart: and he 
is highly wroth at them, when 
they make light of his Invita- 
tions and Provitions, turning 
thcir backes on his Table, and 
going their waics to follow 


buſanefles of worldly con- 


cernment. What an Unwor- 
thineſſe 1s this in them towards 
God ! What ! cannot God 
furniſh a Table good e- 
nough for them? 7s the Table 


of 
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of the Lord polluted ! Is even 
hi meat contemptible!/Mal.1.12. 
Oh what a diſreſpe& do they 
caſt upon God himſelf? who 
will not youchſaſe at his In- 
vitation, to be his Gueſts at 
a Feaft of his Providing! He 
will fay of them, as it was ſaid 
of thole in Match. 22: 8. The 
wedding is ready, but they 
which were bidden were not 
worthy. Secondly, they are 
guilty of flat Rebel/ion againft 
Chriſt, whoſe power they 
flight, and whoſe Authority 
they throw off, whileſt they 
doc thus obſtinately perlift in 
a rebelliew Rejection of his 
command. He ſaith politively, 


; Take,eat,drink,, doe this : and 


you ſtubbornly refuſe to eat, 
or drink, Or doe any thing of 
th, What other in effect 
isthis, then a profetiing your 
ſelves cnemies to him, and a 
ſaying 


| 
| 
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ſaving with thoſe in Luke 19: 
14. We will not have this man 
to Fergn Over Us. 

Thirdly, they are guilty of 
Uncharnable breaking off from 
communion with the Church of 
Ged. Do you believe the 
communicn of Saints ? Why 
then will you not communi- 


| cate 1n receiving the Lord's 


Supper together with the 
Saints? The Saints of God,in 
all ages, have maintained, and 
kept up Chriſtian ſociety and 
fellow{hip, by communica- 
ting together in frequent Aſ- 
ſernblies, at the Table of the 
Lord. For we being many 


' are one bread and one body : 


for we are all partakers of thet 
oe bread,or loaf, 1 Cor.10.17. 
What teſtimony do you give 
of your holding communion 
with them, of your being 
parts of that one bread, mem- 

bers 


Chriſtians Duty. 
bers of that one body, that will 
not ſo much as once volichſafe 
to come at that Table with 
the other members of that oze 
. body, to be partakers of that 
one bread ? yon come and 
hear the Word with them,and 
then, when chat's done, you 
g0 your way and leave them. 
What would a civil Jew, or 
Heathen do leſs ? Oh confi- 
der how wncharitably you 
oricve thoſe, to whom by pro- 


teilion of the ſame Faith you 


are Brethren, whoſe commu- 
nicating together you con- 
demn as unchriſhan, whileſt 
you profefſe your ſelves tobe 
Chriftians, and yet will. kold 
no communion therein with 

them. | 3h 
Fourthly, they are guilcy 
of groſs ingretitude ( a foul 
crime) againſt Chrift, for the 
bencfits of his Death. Itis a 
+» ſign 


Ac 
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fien they make ſmall account 
of the Death of Chrift, that 
regard fo little the comme- 
moration of the benefits com- 


ing by his Deeth. Chrift hath 


done much, and fuffered much 
for us. Gratitude requires 
the ike from us to him. Bur, 
it 15 to be doubted, that they 
will do but lictle for him , 


that will not do fo much as 
come to a Supper provided for _ 


them by Him. Ir is to be 
feared, they will [fer bur 
Hetle for him, that will nor 
ſuffer themſelves, by all his 
loving invitations, to be pre- 
vail'd vpon, to come and Sup 
with - htm. The great buſt- 
neſs of the Sacrament is the 
offering up unto God, a com- 
memorativeſacrificeofthanks- 
giving for the benefits, which 
we receive by the death of 
Chriſt. Oh how will they 
acquit 
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acquit themſelves of the pujle 
of Ingratitude, that will have 
no ſhare in that commen Chri- 
fiian Eucheriſtical Secrifice ? 
Fifthly, They are guilcy of 
high contempt of this ordhuance 
of Chriſt. For whet other can 
e continued cauſeleſlſe welful 
negle& thereof be cfteemed? 
eſpecially being fo cngeged, 
and ſo invited, as they are, to 
it. Whatever they reckon of 
it, they will find atlaft, chat 
God will make little diftin- 
Rion betwixt a wilfnlnegleGer 


: of his Ordinance, and a pro- 


fanc comtemner of it? even as 
he reckons of him as 8 Murde- 
rer of his Brother, who 1s zot 
« Lover of his Brother, 1 oh. 
3- 14, 15- In the cefe of Cir- 
cumcilion, The uncircumciſed 
man child, whoſe fleſh of his 
Foreskin is not Circumciſed , 
that ſoul (faith the teat ) ſell be 
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cnt off from bis people : he hath 
broken my Covenant, Gen. 17. - 
14. Again in the -caſe of the 
Pefleover, the man that i clean 
and is not ina journey, and 
forbeareth to keep the Paſſeover, 
even the ſame ſoul (faith the 
Text again) ſhall be cut off 
from his people, becauſe he 
brought not the offering of the 
Lord in bis appointed ſeaſon : 
that man fhall bear kis fin , 
Num. 9. 13. And ſhall it not 
be ſo much more in the wiltul 
neglect of Baptiſme and the 
Sypper of the Lord ? 1f you do 
not contemn the Ordinance, 
then why do yon not come to 
the Ordinance 2? if you valu- 
ed it , ſure you would make 
ſome uſc of it. Had you any 
regard to it, ſure you would, 
«t ſome time, be preſent at ir. 
Whereſeever the body is, thither 
will the Eaples be gathered to- 

gether. 


Chrifti ans Duty. 

gether, Lnkxe 17. 37. Whatis 

the fleſh of the Son of man no 

meet, yea is the Blood of the 

Son of God no drink with 

you © 181t noe worth the La- 

bour of conung for 1t ? or not 

worth the Charge, that you 

muſt be at, thacr-you may 

have it ? Oh lee ſuch as make 

ſo light eſteem of this 

ſacred Ordinance take heed 

of being looked upon, as thoſe 

that have treddex under foot 

the Sor of God, axd counted the 

tlaed of the covenant where- 

with they were ſantiified an 

urhely thing, Heb. 19. 29. 
Brir, methinks, 1 hear the Se. 15; 

tender conſcience of ſome 

doubring Chriſtian ftartled at 

this Reproof, and ſaying in 

the way of Apology for it elf, 

Though I do forbcar to come = 

to the Table of the Lord, yet 

it 15 not ous of contempt of. the 

D 3  Ordi- 
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Ordinance, but out of a fear 
of the danger of unworthy 
recerving.and out of a ſenſe of 
mine own unworthineſs to re- 
ceive 3 otherwiſe, the Lord 
knows, I would full farn come 
and be a gueſt at his Table? 
Twould be my happineſs, that 
I might Feaſt my ſon] there, as 
it 15 my*unhappinedle, that , 
not finding my ſelf worthy, I 
fear the danger of an unwor- 
thy receiving, and dare not 
eome thither. 

But, let me fiy to thee, 
Dear Chriſtian, whoever thon 
art, that thus argueſt thy ſelf 
out of thine own happineſs, 
and forlakef& thine own mer- 
cies, 18 It thus with thee in 
good carneſt,as thou alledgeſt? 
Dea] truly with me 1n the tight 
of God, and thine own con- 
ſcience. Is not this onely a 
pretenſe, and ſomething elle, 

that 


Chriſtians Duty. 
that thou liſteſt not name, the 
true cauſe ? In the bowels of 
Jeſus Chriſt, | beſeech thee, be 
true to thy (elf herein, and lec 
not thine own heart deceive 
thee. If any thing elſe be the 
cauſe, then the removal of this 
fcruple, will be ſomething the 
more of labour to me, bur no- 
thing the more of ſatisfation 
nnto thee. But if this be the 
true, the only cauſe, of thy 
forbearing to come to the T a- 
ble of the Lord, then I ſhall 
endeavour (And the Lord 0- 
pen thy heart as he did the 
heart of Lydia that thou mayft 
receive) an anſwer to thy ſa- 
tifaction in this Particu- 
lar. 
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And to the Point, I anſwer No, 2. 


plainly and diſtinaly , rhat 
the queſtion 1s not, whether 
thou art worthy to commemo- 
rate the death of Chrift, in 
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receiving the Sacrament of 
the Supper of the Lord, or 
whether thou canft doe it ſo 
worthily as thou ſhouldeft, bur 
whether it be thy Duty, and 
thou oughte/tto do it. Andif 
itbe clear to thee, that it is 
chy Duty, then 1t will not ex- 
cuſe thee from fin in not do- 
ing it, to ſay, thou wert not 
worthy to doit, or couldeſt 
not do it ſo werthily as. thou 
oughteſt. For that it is good 
to do it, it is clear, becauſe 
God hath ſhewed ir to thee, 
and required it of thee? and 
if ſo, then ts hime that kuoweth 
ts do good, and doth it not, to 
bim it 1s ſin Jam, 4. 17. And 
that ſervant, whith knew hut 
Lords will, and prepared not 
himſelf, neither did according 
to has will, ſhall be beatex. with 
many itripes, Luk.12:47., Thou 
knoweſt 1t 1s thy Lords will, 
that 
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that thou ſhouldeſt examine thy 
ſelf and ſo eat of that Bread , 
and Drink of that Cup: make 
this ſervants caſe now (in Lzk. 
12.) to be thine own: and 
wiat elſc can follow but this, 
that if thou ſhal'ſt not prepare 
thy ſelf, nor 4s according to 
thy Lords will, thou ſhalc be 
worthy tobe beaten with ma- 
nv ſtripes. Do it therefore, 
not becauſe thou art worthy, 
but becauſe it 1s,thy duty : 
and be not diſcouraged. from 
doing it ſo well as thou canit, 
becauſe thou canit not do it fo 
well as thou ſhouldeſt : For if 
there be firſt a willing mind, it 
75 accepted according to that a 
man hath, and wot according 
to that he hath not, 2 Cor.S 12. 
O go with thy ſpiritual facri- 
hee of praile to the Altar of 
God, and there otier it to thy 
Maker, by th- hand of thy 
2.5 Media- 
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Mediatour, though it be not 
worthy of Gods acceptation for 
| ſelf, yet it will be acceptable 
unto God by Jeſus Chriſt, 1 
Pet. 2.5. Andif upon the ac- 
count of thine unworthineſſe 
thereof, thon refuſeſt to Far, 
and Drinkacthe Lords Table, 
why doſt thou not, upon the 
lame acount, refuſe meat and 
drink at thine own Table ! 
ton art no more worthy of that 
(ifchou ſtandeſt upon ſt11& 
Termes with God. ) then thou 
art ofthe Bread, and wine at 


the Lords Table. Thou eat- 


eſt it, ] ſuppcſe, becauſe it 3s 
a neceflary means allowe\, 
and ordained by God for thy 
Nacurall nouriſhment unto a: 
temporall lifz; and to refuſe 


1, were a tempting of God to 


maintainthee without it. And 
1s not the eating of that Bread. 
and armking vat Cp of the 

| Lord 


ke 
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Lord a Neceſſary means, of 
Gods allowing, and ordain- 
ing for thy ſpiritnal nouriſh- 
ment unto eternal life ! whac 
then will -be thy total refuſall 
of it, but a tempting of God 
to ſave thee wichout 1t. 

Oh, burl fear ( ſayeſt thou x 
the danger of unworthy re- 
celving. "Truly there 1s good 
reaſon for it. For whoſo oever 
ail eat that Bread, and drink 
that Cup of the Lord unworthi- 
ly eateth and drinketh damma- 
tion to hmuſelf 3 He runs a 
oreat hazard of judgment both. 
cempora]l,and crernal,;cthat un- 
worthily eats of that Bread,o 
drinks of that Cup. But what ! 
Is there no way to avoid the 
danger. of 7 worthy. receiving: 
the Sacrament, bur by an xs 
worthy refuſal of the ſacrament ? 
{[ at were a {ad itrait indeed; 
Where lin, and any thing bur 
a ſnis propoſed to choice,there: 
any 
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any thing rather then fin. 1s 
to be choſen. And where 
there is a necellity of ſinning 
both waics, as in the eaſe of 
an crring conſcience, thers the 
lefle {in 1s to be choſen before 
the greater. But where there 
1s & poflibility of eſcaping both, 
there is a neceſſity of avoiding 
all that can. be. And what 
neceflity is there of a mans {1n- 
ing 1 this caſe, either one 
way, or other, in unworthy 
receiving, or unworthy refu- 
ling? he may take the nuddle 
way, and at onee avoid both 
the lins, by a religious confer- 
mity to the | inftitucion of 
Chritt zz: recezving the Sacra- 
ment o: his Supper Yorthily. 
Had there been any other way, 
the Apoſtle was fo wiſe, he 
could noc but have known it : 
2nd knowing it, his love to the 
Corinthians Was {o great , he 

could 
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could not but have acquainted 
chemwith it. But he knew no 
other way, but this; yea he 
knew there was no other be- 


| fides this ,& therefore to this it 


1s that he dire&s them. lt is 1n- 
deed a great fin to. eat this 
Bread, & drink this cup of the 
Lord unworthily. What then ? 
ſhall we cherefore finfully ab- 
tain from cating & drinking 
of it at a1? what's the Apoſtles 
advice in this calſe?not that we 
ſhould abitain., no ſuch word 
in all his writings; But that 
we thould prepare our felves 
worthily to reczive. Let 2 
man examine himſelf, and ſo 
let him eat of that Bread, and 
drink, of that Cup: So he. 
Heavy iudgments betel the 
Corinthians tor their unwore- 
thy carriages at this ſacred Qr- 
dinance: what then? doch 
the Apoſtle therefore with them 
forbear {or the time t©t core ? 
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no : he rather points them 
what to do, that they nught 
not be judged, upon any ſuch 
account, any more, viz. To 
judge thatis examine and pre- 
pare themſelves, that they 
might not be judged of the 
Lord. For if we would judge 
our ſelves, we ſhould not be 
judged, 1 Cor. 11.31. asifhe 
had ſaid, the way to avoid 
being judged for unworthy re- 
ceaving, 1s to endeavour our 
felves, by due preparation of 
our ſeives, worthily to receave 
it. He doth not ſay, if we 
would forteer,% not come,but 
if we- wou'd judge ourſelves 
before we come, we thould 
not be judoed of the Lord 
for to forbear wholly from. 
coming to the Supper of the 
Lord,ont of a conceit,ther: by 
to avoid bring judoed of the 
Eord, 1*, as if a man did flie 
from a L114, aud @ Bear met 

bim. 
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Chriſtians Duty. 
him, or went into the houſe,and 
leaned bis hand on the wall and 
4 Serpent bit him, Amos 5.19. 
This1s to make the command- 
ments of God of none etfett by 
your reaſon, as the Scribes and 
Pheriſees, whom our Saviour 
reproves for it,did by their tra- 
dition, Matth.15.6. This is to 
leap out of the Frying pan into 
the tire, as we ſay,to run fron 
one fin and miſchief, into a- 
nother, as 1] or worte. Keep 
therefore thar Aiddle woy, 
which carries you clear frony 
both theſe rocks : neither zn- 
worthily receive It, nor 27wer- 
tbily refule it : bur examine 
your ſelf {thats the Reſolution 
which the DoFor of the Gen- 
tiles gives upon the Cale) and 
fo eat of that bread, and drink 
of that cup. Tou ought both 
© communicate, thar you {in 
not by negle& of the Matter 
2 che Duty to be performed ; 
ard: 
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The underflanding 
and to communicate wortht- 
hy, that you do not {in inthe 
11a1ner of performing theduty. 
This ought you to doe, and 
not ts Icavethe other undone. 

Oh but (fayeſt thou ſti1], for 
all this) I am (ſo ſenlible of 
mime own #xwortbineſs that 1 
dare not come,. becauſe the 
Apoſtle hath ſaid, He that cat- 
eth and drinketh unworthily, 
eateth and drmketh damnation 
ts himſelf, and | would be loth 
to eat and drink my own 
damnation. I anſwer Firſt, 
it is Not neceſfary that every 
manthat once eats and-drinks 
unworthily, ſhall be damned. 
4hough an. unworthy cating 
and drinking be a dea{lly lin, 
yet ſure it 1s not thet ſir xirto 
4eath , which ſhall never be 
forgiven. There is mercy e- 
ven for thoſe that commit that 


#4, upon repentance : & what 


{in 


Chriftiens Duty. 
wn (pray conſider it) is not 
damning without repentance ? 
There is danger enough in 1t 
to engage-us rou.e our utmoſt 
endeavour to avoid it; but the 
apprekenfion-of that danger 


muſt not make us run inte ano- 
ther gn,for the avoiding of it. 
Secondly, There is 4 Two- Nv. 5. 


fold worthineſs ; a worthineſs 
of the Perſon, and a worthineſs 
of the' Performances, And it 
is in regard of the worthineſs 
of the Performance, not of the 
Perſ14 that the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
ſaying, He that e. teth and 
drinketh unworthaly. He doth 
not fay, He, that being us- 
worthy eats an1 drinks, as if 
he bad any reſpe& unto perſs- 
nal worthineſs \ for if Goa 
ſhould ſtand upon theſe terms 
with us, who would be ſuthci- 
ently worthy for theſe things ? 
If theu Lord, ſhouldjt mark ini- 


quities, 
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mniquities, O Lord, who fnall 
ſtand ? Plal.13o. 3. He ſtands 


not therefore upon perſonal. 


worthineſs) but this he ſaith, 
He that eateth and drinketh 
anwortbily: clearly referring 
1t unto the werthryeſs of the 


performance. Now it doth 


not follow, that a man may 
no: do a thing worthily for 
manner of Performance , 
which he 1s not worthy to do 
mn regard of any worthineſſe 
in his Perſon. Look not there- 
fore ſo much to the worthi- 
neſſe of thy Perſon, as to the 
worthineſs of thy performance; 


P 


' 


which, fo it be ſuch as it 


ſhould, thy Receiving will be 


worthy, though thou in regard 


of thy perſon, beeſt 7xworthy 


to Receive. Here lies the root 


of all thy Trouble, Thou 
thinkeſt the Apoſtle ſtands 
upon worthineſſe of perſon, 

whereas 


Chriftians Duty, 
whereas he mentions nothing 
of that, but ſpeaks only of the 


worthineſs of the Perfor- 
MAnce. 


\ This worthineſs confiſts in Not. 6. 


Three things. Firſt, a con- 
ſcientious preparation for the 
Feaſt by a previous examining 
of our ſelves, intimated by 
the ApoRlle, in that expreſſion, 
But let a man examine himſelf. 
Secondly, a religious inward 
eſtimation of the Feaſt; and 
Thirdly ( conſequent hei e- 
unto) a reverend outward 
Behaviour mt the Feaſt, both 
intimated in the phraſe of 
D:iſceraing the Lords Body. 
And he that offends not in any 
of theſe reſpe&s, eats that 
bread, and drinks that cup of 
the Lord worthzy, though o- 
therwile, he be no more wor- 
thy, in reſpe& of any worthi- 
nels upon his perion, fo _ of 

| that 
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The underflanding 
that bread, or drinh of that 
cup, then John Baptij} was to 
looſe the latchet of our Savi- 
our's ſhoe ; which,who doubts 
but he could have worthi/y 
done ? though he acknow- 
ledge kimſelf unworthy tO 
doe it. 

Bur if thou wilt needs have 
a worthmeſs upon thy perſon 
ro qualife thee for coming. 
I anſwer yet further, There is 
a twofold worthineſs of the 
perſon, an imberent worthineſs, 
which amounts from the inter- 
1al excellency of the perſon 
conſidered in himſelf, and 
an impried worthineſs which 
amounts from God's gracious 
acceptation ofa {inner through 
the merit of his Saviour. And 


upon the account of this /atter, | 


( briftians may come , though 
they cannot ( as they never 
ital]) ind themſelves worthy 

ro 


. 


q 


| 
r - Chriftians Duty. 
8} t come upon the account of 
4 = ae - Yea, the leiſe 
'- rthy thou art inthine own 
4 es the more worthy * ſhale 
. =" be Nl the eyes of - 
o--:| > who reſifteth the Xo Ji, 
proud but . dignitas quam 
h 3 grveth grace to unam (7 ofti 
f e humble, Jam. 4. 6. Who ma | Het 
| ſatiifrteth 4 wr afjerre © 
on | : the hungry with Deo peſſumus, 4 
£00d things, but ſendeth fi neftram es * 
the rich empty away, Luk. fre ter 0h 
he Fe Hence it is, that brat 
ſs, : _ well knowing 74M, 4! a 
2 "at 1t 15 20t of works of wiſcricordia nos 
On righteouſneſs that we have ſe &ignos faciat: 
nd done, but of God's merc | rr gs; 
ch ag be ſaveth mus, for bs Ds: 
| O mot to be found im his ipſe conſolemur : 
igh OWN righteouſneſs, bur in ft nes humglie- 
nd that which i throrgh the Ms, ut ab 1pſo 
ters i © aith of Chriſt, Philip. NN ae : 
joh 5% 9. And th 2 _ 
5 c the Church #*! 4b ipſo juſt 
ver Of England well begins 30K; Kc: 
thy her address of her ſelf to Calvin. Inflit. 
l.4-6. I7, HY. 42, 


ro ©the Lord's Table, We 
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c dg not preſume to come t0 this 
« thy Table, O merciful Lord, 
« truſting in our own righteouſ- 
« neſs, but in thy manifeld and 
© preat mercies 3 we be not 
& worthy ſo much 4s to gather 
« up the crumbs under thy 
« Table, &c. O come there- 
fore, thou tender-hearted 
Chriſtian, to the Supper of 
the Lord : but come out of 
thy (elf, in thy Saviour ; ca- 
ting thy ſelf upon the mercy 
of G 


od for his gracious accep- 


tation of thee through Chrift, 
and not upon the account of 


any inherent worthineſs of 


thine own perſon : which if 
theu ftouldeſt once judge thy 


ſelf to have, I ſhould think that 
conceit a more real obftacle 


to thy Receiving then thy 


preſent ſenſe of thine own 


unworthineſs. 


e— 


Yet one ſtep further; that if ' 


poſli- | 
j 


own 


1at if ' 


poſt | 


Chriſtians Duty. 
poſſible I may reach the bot- 
com , of all thy fears and 
donbtings. Is not this that 
14Worthiteſſe under the ſenſe 
whereof, thou ſayeſt thou la- 
borreſt, that thou canſt not 
find in thy. felf ſuch a meaſure 
of repentance and Faith , as 
thon conceiveſt requifite in 
him, that ſhall worthily re- 
ceive the Sacrament ? Thou 
doeft not find thine eyes 


' flow ſo freely at the fight of 
. thine own ſins, nor thy beart 


bleed ſo kindly at the re- 
membrance of thy Saviours 


' Wounds, as thou thinkeſt thon 


ſhouldit do. Thou doeft not 
perceive thy ſoul to cling ſo 


_ cloſely to, and claſp its armes 


ſo faſt about thy Redeemer, 
as thou defireſt? In a word , 
thou thinkeſt thou cant aor 
repent deeply enough, nor be- 
lieve ſtrongly enough, for _s 

cage 
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that ſhould come to gbe Sacra- 
ment. Is this thy cafe? and 
doth ic not wring here? 1s 1t 
not wpon this, and chis ac- 
count only thac thou thinkek 
thy ſelf unworthy ? 


If this be it, then know, that . 


theſe things, which thou ſpeak» 
eſt of, may be conſidered , 
either as the Gifts of God, or 
as the Duties of man. It s 
Mans Duty to believe end re- 
pent 3 bur yet repentance and 
faxh, that is the graces cna- 
bling a man to believe, and 
repent, arethe Gifts of God. 
Now conſider theſe things, 
Firtt, as the Gzft of God : and 


it 1s no where ſet down, what | 
mezſ{ure of them it 18 neceſſary ' 


that a men ſhould have, before 
he comes to the Lords Table. 
he that hath them in any 
meaſure, though neverfo lictle 
hath cnough to qualihe him fit 


for | 


; 


Chriſtians duty. 
for coming ; though the more 
he have of them ,, the more 
cheerfully, may he come: wich 
them. He co whom God hath 
given true repentance -and 
faith, though in never ſo (mall 
a meahure, cannot be deemed 
to be a true penitent, and 
true þcliever. And whoever 
ſaid, « truly penicent and 
belicring Chriftian, if other- 
wiſe competently underjtau- 
ding. was a perlon uiworthy, 
that 1s, v1fit and unqualined 
to come to- the Sacrament ? 
And1f it be fo, that the graces 
be bucſmall in their Mealure, 
and weak in their Power, that 


- -1sſo far from being a reaſon 
' for thy abſtaining from che 


Sacrament, that it is a molt 
powerful argument to per- 
(wade thy coming to the Sa- 
crament. That's the way to 
have thy graces increaſed 

E both 
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Chriſtians Duty. 

ry, and that is ſinceritze in 
what you do, that you do tru- 
ly Repent, and Believe, (and 
he chat doth fo rruly, will ne- 
ver ſec himſelf a ſtint, but ever 
riving ro repenc ſtill more 
deeply , and to believe ftill 
more firmly: ) and if thou 
canſt ſatific thy ſelf rouching 
the ſincerity of thy Repent- 
ing and Bclieving , that thou 
doſt truly Believe and Repent, 
though thou canſt do neither 
eo that height, or in thatmea- 
ſure that thou wouldeſt, thou 


" mayeſt ſacisfic thy felf herein 
. touching thy worthineſs, chat 


1s thy being qualified to come 
and receive. I confefle if thou 


' beceſta Hypocrite, then whe- 


ther thou comeſt , or ſtayeſt 


away, thy caſe is bad. The 


onely thing. in this caſe to be 
done, is to leave off thy Hy- 
pecriiie, and be fincere in thy 

E 2 Duty- 
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The underſtanding 
Duty. But if thy heart con- 
demn thee not ofany Hypo- 
crifie in theſe duties, but thou 
doeſt perform them ſincerely, 
though weakly , chen mayeſt 
thou have confidence towards 
God, 1 Foh. 3.21. For though 
there be much iniquity both 
upon thy perſon and perfor- 
mances, yet he that fo loved 
thee, as to die for thee, will 
waſh both thee and them 
from all ſin, making both ac- 
ceptable unto God. ; 

Laſtly, That I may nottire ; 
thee, inſtead of ſatisfying thee: ' 
Kate thy caſe thus : onthe 
one fide; thon haſt a Command 
of Gods giving, to ds thw, . 
which'he bids thee. - On the 
other ſide, thou haſt a Doubt 
of thine own ratfing, that thon 
ſhalt not doe 1t thus, as he hath 
bidden. Now be thine own. 
judge, whether is better, to 
g1ve 
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Chrijtians Daty. 
ove to God the beſt obedienc®© 
that thou eanft to his command 
for the Matter of it, though 
when thou haft done tiy 
beit, thy obe.ience will be 
defe&ive, in regard of that 
exactnelſe required in the 
Manner of performing it : 
Or, becauſe riuu doyubteſt , 
thou ſha!r not dothy Duty /o 
well as thou ſhonldeſt, quite to 
fail off from th- dur, or re- 
fulz to do thy duty ar all. 
And how knowet thou, if thou 
beeit not wanting to thy (-If, 
bat twac God will fo follow 
tiee with his Crations affift- 
a'1Ce, as that thon fralc wor- 
thily perforin thy dity « If not 
> wortialv as thou delireſt, 


yet ſo worthily as he will gra- 


riout]- accept of : And how- 
ever ut be, as to that, much 
better it were, even violently 
to throw off, if thou cant not 
other-= 


4 
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otherwiſe Satisfie thy doubt, 
then to incurre the Guilt of 
wilful diſobedience to the 
Commend of God, by Negle7 
of thy Duty: A&like a Chrt- 
tian therefore, in doing that 
duty, which God commands 
thee : and donbt nor, whileſt 

thou art 11a way of Duty, 
cither of fhnding acceprance 
wit God, or of receiving a 
bleiing from God. He hath 
wot ſaid to theſeed of Facob ſeek 


e MeIn Vanda ga el cs 
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I ſhall cloſe up this part of - 
my cli{courle with the refolurt- | 
on-of /2r. Ames upon two caſ.s 
of conſcience. The fuft is | 
this, A man is ſo haunted with 
«© wicked thoughts at his 
© prayers,that at laſt he doubts 
« whether he ſhould pray at 
« all, or no : what ſhou'd he 
&« doin this caſe ? why even * 
« yiolently.if he cannot other- 
Cc wiſe 


Chriſtians Duty. 


« mile, throw off at once both 


&* f1is thoughts, and his doubts, 


6 and betake himfelf to his 


_ © prayersin ſuch manner es 
© he can. 


The fccond is chis, and it 1s 
© near the very caſe in hand. 
« A man is fo troubled with 
«the coniideration of his own 
& Uaworthineſſegthat he hard!y 
« dares come to the Lords Ta- 
« ble, though he doe fee! in 


oc himſelf tincere Faith 
© Repentance. 


a al 


What ſhon'd 


© he do in this caſe ? why thi 
© (cruple notwithſtanding, he 
« may and he ought ro come 


«to the Iable of the 1 od. 


&« Nor (ball he herein 2& a- 
& gainft eonfcience, bur ac- 
& cording to conſcience. - For 
his ſcriple is a raſh and a 
© proundlefle fear,and fo can- 


©not become obligatory unto 
* him, Yea by uing to break. 


Cz 
E.4, © thorough 


Not. © 


j 
| 
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© thorough ſuch like ſcruples 
"cas theſe, the conſcience be- 
& comes more fteady and bet- 
Crer ſecled. Thus he, 0b. 1- 
& de Conſe. cap 6. 

Again Secondly, methinks 
| hear another alledging, that 
he 1s #ot in Charity, and chere- 
fore may m#0t come t» the 
Comminuon ; I anſwere that 
whilſt chou art zot ix Charity, 
there is ſom=: reaſon thon 
ſhouldſt forbear. But Firſt, 
there is N9 reaon wir thou 
ſhouldit not be in Charity, 
Thou committeſt more, and 
greater offences againſt God, 
then any mai doih, or can, a- 
oainſt chee. A. this & lare, 


that in {vch wil: as th nu deal- 


eſt wich M21, IN point of for- 
givnels of their 1ins againſt 
thee, (ol will deal with thee, 


in point of forgivneſs of thy 


was againlt hign, This our 
Savi- 


__ 
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Chritians Duty. 
Saviour hath clearly declared 
1m Match. 6. 14, 15- For of ye 
forgive men their treſpaſſes, 
your heavenly Father will alfs 
forgive you. But if ye forgive 
not men their treſpaſſes, neither 
will yorrr Father forgive your 
treſpaſſes. And what a ca(:: 
arc thou in now? Suppoſe God 
ſhould take thee away in thine 
ncoaritableneſs, and thou dic 
with all thy tms untforgiven 
upon thee, what other ca'1ft 
thou expe, but to be delive- 
red with him in Matth. 13. 34. 
fo the tormentors ? For ſo, fark 
our Saviour, {ball my heavcn!y 
Father dg alſo unto yin (even 
as the Lord of that unmerci- 
ful ſervant did unto tm) if 

ye from yorrr hearts forgive not 
every one his brother their treſ-- 

Paſſes, ver. 35. Dolitthon be- 
lieve there is a Hell? and dot 
hou underftand what the tor- 

5 ments 


The underſtanding 
ments of Hell arc? and doft 
thou rightly conceive of the 
miſery of thac mans condition, 
that 1s condemned to-endure 
thoſe Torments unto all eter- 
nity ? And: dareft: thou. now 
die in God's debt? This, all 
this thou oweſt him, even to be 
damned. co the pit of hell to 
all cternicy : and this, all this- 
chou muſt pay him, unleſs he 
forgive thee : and none of 
this will he forgive thee, unleſs 
thou forgiveſt a//, whatever it 
bc, that 1s by any other treſ- 
paſſed againſt thee, This is 
thy condition, if thou dieſt in. 
thy uncharitablencſs. And if 
thou dareft not die in this 
condition, Oh how then dareſt 
chou hve in that condition, 
thou dareſt not die in? Hz 
that loveth aot his brother abi- 
deth in death, John 3. 14, And 
this night, for ought thou. 
knowelt. 


Chriftiaus Duty. 
knoweſt, may they fetch away 
thy ſoul fram thee. 


Second]:, though thou ſhalt No, 2. 


ſin in receiving unleſs thou 
bee'ft in- charity, doft thou 


think thy ot being in Charity: 


will excuſe thee from unning 
in not receiving ? As goed an 
EXCulſe had he, who being ac- 


cuſed for burning down a 


Church, (wore he had' not 
done it. but to burn the Arch- 
Brjhop that was in it. Wile 
thou not receive the Sacra» 
ment becauſe thou art not in 


charit, ? Thou mayit as well 


ſay, I will not pray to God, 
becauſe I am = lyar, and a 
murderer: For. an v#chari- 
table man is both. JP hoſoever 
hateth his brother 1s a murde- 
rer, 1 John 3. 15. And if a 
man ſay, I'love God, and kateth 
bis brother, he is a lyar, 1 John 
4. 20-. Whereas, in all rea- 
{on, 


£ Ty 


The underflanding 
ſon, the more fin thou haft 
upon thee, the. more necd 
thou hait to ſeek unto. Goi by 
prayer to pardon thee. Uh 
what 1s, 1f this be not, to 
draw iniquity with cords of va- 
nity and fin a it were with a 
Cart-rope | .Fo heap fin upon 
fin, and: add rebellion unto 
Tranſgrefſion ! If thou haft no 
better plea then this, thou 
wilc be judged our of thine 
own mouth, and chy excuſe 
1:1 be. an aggravation of thy 
guilc to thy more heavy con- 
demnation, I thall here com- 
mend to thy coniideration the 


a:ivice of Swan Peter the A- * 


Poliic to Simon Magus, Atts 8. 
21, 22, 23. Thy heart is not 
Tight in the ſght of God,. Re- 
pent therefore of this thy wic- 
kedneſs, and pray God, if per= 
haps the thought of thine tears 
may be forgiven thee ; For 1 


perceme 


= 


- 
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Chriſtians Duty. 
perceive that thou art in the 
gall of bitterneſs, and in the 
boud of miquity. I ſhall con- 
clude this part of my Diſ- 
courſe with the Reſolution of 
Mr.. Perk;ns upon the Cale. 
«© Some (laith he) alledge for 
© this their Pr: &ice, that they 
& are at varianee with {uch 
& and ſich perſons that have 
«done them.” wrong. and 
« whom they cannot forgive, 
© & in this reſpe@, ther, were 
6c betterabſtaingthen come un- 
&« provided. To whom it may 
« be ſaid ; that their unfitnebs 
« jn this and. o:her reſpects , 
«<cught to be a {ſtrong m>ive 
« to induce them, at leaſt to 
« uſe all holy endeavours to 
& prepare themiſejves every 
&« day, rather then a means to 
© keep them back. For if a 
© man ſhould abftain upon c- 
© yery occalicn of variance.. 

dilcon- 


( 
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c« diſcontenement and infirmi- 
« ty, he ſhould never receive, 
« and ſo conſequently have 
& no benefit by this Ordinance 
«© f God. Daily preparation 
c« therefore is the more necel-: 
© (ary, that when they be cal- 
© Jed and heve opportunity, 
© they may come as welcome 
« Gueſts unto thet heavenly 
c© Banquet. Sohe Caf. Conſe. 
67.2. C-'10- 

Yet again Thirdly, ſaith «- 


- nether., were he a holy man, 


that did officiate in the Cele- 
bration of the Sacrament I 
wonld receive it : bur the: 
Miniſter ] live under is an e- 
vil ſcandalous man, and I: 
cannot bring my heart to re- 
cciveit of him.. I anſwer, 
Firſt, if he be really ſuch as 
thou ſaicſt , ſtrive thou to re- 
form him : if he will not be 
reformed , then maieſt thou 
labuus 
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Chriſtian. Duty. 


labour to remove him. For 
<« it eppertaineth to. the Diſci- 
« pline of the Church, that en- 
& quiry be made of evil Mini- 
6 fters, and that they be accu- 
'C ſed by thoſe that have know- 
« ledge of their offences, and 
© fnal'y being found guilty by 
&« Juſt judgment be depoſed. 26. 
Artic: of the Church of Eng- 
land. 


Secondly, if thou canſt No..2. 


neither get him to be reform- 
ed, nor removed, do not thou 
yet abſtain from the holy Ta- 
ble of the Lord, for the unho- 
linefſ: of thy Miniſter, who 
may be a WHliniſter of good 
things nato thee, although 
there be much ev] in himſelt. 
Wile thou refule to cat of a 
gootl diſh of meat at thy Land- 
lords Tab'e, becauſe the Cook 
that drefſed it, or the Man 
thac ſeryed it up tothe Table 

1s 
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is a (wearing, drunken , 
whoremaſterly Fellow ? Sure 
the wickedneſſc of his tongue, 
heart, or hand, ſhall never 
either dele the Di/þ , that 15 
dreſſed, or preſented by his 
hand, or the Perſons that cat 
of it : No more ſhell the wick- 
edneſle of the Miniſter either 
defile the Sacrament, that 1s 
by his hand prepared for thee, 
and reached to thee, or Tyee 
who received fron his. hand, 
what is by him prepared and 
#iven.l give it to the Maz,not 
ro his Manners, ſaid a Heathen 
Philoſopher once touching 
an Almes that he gave to « 
wicked perſon ; So this Sacra- 
ment thou receivelt from the 
Man, not from his Maxzer: : 
or from the Man, as aCting in. 
tiis O fice, us a Mizifter of Je- 
fis Chrift, not as praGtiung 
&1y of his wickedneſs as a. 
ſervant 
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Chrijtiaus Duty, 
fervant of Satan. And the 
Effticecy of the Sacrament 
depends not on the Holiveſs of 

the Miniter, but on the 1/7:- 

t::tion, and Promiſe of the 
Ordainer. In x Sam. 

2, we finde ehat Sacerdos conſecrart 
Hophni and Phines his Sacramentum 
the ewo ſons of Ely nn virtute propria, 
the Priet,were ſons of ſed ficus Miniſter 


Chrifti, in cu'us Pere 
Belial, they knew mot ſnd conſecrar hoc 
the Lord, v. 


12. they Saxcramntun. Non 
lay with the women autem ex hoc ioſo 
tvat afſemiled at the 


d?/init aliquis efſe 
G24 ® Miri} TH in ft ;5qu9d 
dore of the 1 aberna- * eſt el = Aquin. 
el2 of the Conrrega g », 85. Art. 5, 
ti911,V.22. The were vn {tc 1.5 place 
evil men, ſcandalous h- ct 2. Ante 
"il W, iN 77 de 
Prie;ts, if ever there * 
. Corpore P) I: 
were avy luch. Burt, 6 45... 
where do we find in ;\liam, in my- 
the whole Stor of ſtrris Correo v Of 
them(from c.2.12. to Sanzuins Dorn , 
C. 4.11. where we :N nitil 4 bore maj. 
abt a nihilo & mals ml- 
them tlain) where, I ns 
lay, 


' 
T7 
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ſay, do we find any 
nus perficitur Sd- prohibition given b 


cerdcte: quis nn 
in merito Conſe- 


God to the people 


crantis, ſed in ver- from coming, or _ a 


bo perficitur Crea- reproof to any © 
toris Oy virtute Spi- themy for coming to 
riew Sand. offer facrifice while 

they were Pricits? 
Yea, mens abhorring the offe- 
Ting of the Lord, becaiſc of 
their wickedneſs, which was 
very great before the Lord, 
C Ch. 2. 17. ) is by no con- 
cemptible Authors concet- 
ved to be the provoking 
caule of thoſe heavy judge- 
ments, which befel at once 
both the Houſe of E/y, and 


the whole people of Iſrael in, 


Ci. 4. And accordingly that 
which we read in Chap. 3. 
11. 1 will 108 8 thing in lirael 
at which both the ears of every 
one that heareth it ſhall tingle, 
Funius nnd Tremel. read it 

Faciu- 


Ss GENPESry 


T ———_ OR; 


\ 


ee Kg ne aa 0 ro Y,7jT IJ hh Ao tu 


FOOL EL Ty Wn wow yr Try Gy wx HE . Rar Te. * 


Chriſtians Duty. 
FaTurus ſum rem in Tſraelem, 
8&c. ] will do a thing again# 
Tirael, 1. e. as they glofic the 
Text, not only againft che 
Houle of EJy, but againft the 
People, who becauſe of the 
wickedneſs of the Prie:ts, had 
abhorred the offering of the 
«Lord. So then, faith a 
& Learned Man, The offence 
<« of the Prieft was no defence 
« of the people; but as the 
<« Prictts gave che offence and 
< th- People took it, ſo God 
« bound cheny together in the 
<{ame judgement. So we 
« mit know ( faith he ſtill) 
« God will not bear the con- 
© tempt of his Ordinances 
« under ainy preience what- 
<« fever of Miniiters wicked- 
& ncfs and unwerthinels ; if 
& his hand be corrupt, let thy 
< heart be uncorrupt, thongl 
<« his {11s be his own, yet the 
Sacra- 


; _ - 
© ® 
_ —- 


| 
| 


92 


The underſtanding 
« Sacraments be God's : he 
« may minifter comfort to 
& thee, though he bring none- 
& to himſelf, &c. Thus My. 
« Ftterſoll, in his Badges of 
cc Chriſtianity, {ib.-1. Cap. 2: 
Fhe ſame is the judgement of 
Mr. Perkins in his Caſes of 
Conſcience, {tb.2. ch.8. where 
he delivers himſelf di:indly, 
and Jargely to the Point, I ſhafl 
only prve you @ taſt of his 
third reaſon for the Proof of 
« the Pcinr. The Sacrament, 
& {aith he, if it be adminittred 
6: in the name, and by tie 
& power of Chriſt, is the Or. 
& dinance of God being recet- 
5 ved by Faith, yea a rrueSa- 
©& crament of Chriſt; and the 
© force 8nd ecthcacy thereof, 
«© doth not depend: 1pon the 
«© worthineſs of the Minitter, 
« bur upon Chriſt. The Lec- 
© ters and. Fpiſties ſent from 
© one 


EO k a 


Chriſtians Dutj: 
** one man toanother, are 
 * authentical, and ſerve 
** fully to expreſſe the 
© mind of the Author, 
* though the Meſlenger 
«or Carrier bea wicked 
© ornaughty man. And 
©jnlike manner, the (in 
© of any man that ſtand- 
«*eth in the room of a 
© lawfull Miniſter doth 
© not nullifie the Sacra- 
ment, &c. Sohe. And 
thisis noother then the 
very Catholick Dotctrine 
of the Church of England, 
in the forecited 26 Art7- 
cle,vhich T ſhall give you, 
and therewith conclude 
this Part of my Diſcourſe. 
& Althouzh in the viſible 
Ckurch 
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. "* church the evil be ever 
mingled with the good, 
* and ſomttime the evil bath 
&: chief authority in the mi- 
_. Piſtration of the Word and 
* Sacraments: yet feraſ- 
© 2mch as they do not the 
amein their own name, | 
but ns Chriſts, and do mi= | 
* riſter by his commiſſion 
and authority we may uſe | 
* their miniſtcry , both in | 
e hearing the word of God , | 
* aud in the receiving the 
& Sacraments, Neither is | 
| * the effeF of Ghrifis Ordi- oF 
Co 
wance taken away by their 7 
| __ wickgdneſſe, nor the erace 
| * of Gods cifts Mo nted 
+ *© from ſuch as by faith, and 
l | © xightl ao REWoe the $4 = 
| * eraments 
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indifferent im thetnſclves; und 
. Jeft at liberty by Chriſt to 


Chriftians Duty. 
ſtanding, or kyeeling, and but 
with ſuch, or ſuch words. | &c. 


$ And I cannot find in my hearc 


to receive it ſo. I anſwer; 


- Will a hungry man. refuſe good 


meat, becauſe it is not dreſſed 


- altogether in that mwexrer, and 


diſhed up in that Order that 


| he beſ likes of? or becauſe of 


ſome indifferent Table 48507, 
or Ceremony,uſed and praQti- 
ſed im the place whether hes 
invited , which he doth not [6 
well approve of? Why Poſ- 
tures of Perſons in Recciving, 


. and Forms of words in Delive- 
| ring the Sacrament, ( fo ne= 


ching Eſſentiall to the: right 


manner of adminiftring -it 
F be omitted, ) are bur as it 
wers the dre - and diſhing 


up of tharfacred food, things 


Chriſtians , who may uſe their 
| diſcrc- 
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diſcretion therein; fo that «/ 
things be done decently and in 
order; Nor necdeſt thou trou- 
ble thy conſcience about this 
matter. For conſider, firſt 
whileſt the Miniſter doth this 
which Chrift bad him, unleſs 
thou haſt power over him o- 
therwiſe to order. him, it will 
not be thy fauit, if he do it xe 
thus, as thou thinkeſt fit, deſi-. 
reſt and wouldſt have him. 

- And if this conſideration fa- 
tisfie thee not,then do thou (e- 
condly confider; whether kc 
his not doing bis duty altoge- 
ther for the manner thereof, 
exatly as he ſhould, will ex- 
cuſe thee from lin, in ot do- 
ig at. all that duty that 
thou ſhouldef. Will ic, I ſay, 
be a Ples, that mill Rand for 
pp chou ſhouldeft whol- 
y omita necefiary ſubſtantial 
Duty of Divine Inſticution, 

becauſe 


— 
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. Chriftians Duty. ox © 
becauſe that another doth in 

ſome unneceſſary Circum- 
ſtancial Point vary:from a pre- 
fcribed Humane Forme of 
Adminiſtration ? 

Again conſider Thirdly, No,3.- 
whether thon aG@eſt like a 
Chriſtian, when thou wilt 
£icher-have the Sacrament af- 
ter what, Fe/p19n, and-in what 
-Pojture thon likeft, or elſe thou 
wilt nog have itatall? Our 
Saviour himſelf was more #m9> 
derate in this ,cale. He ftood 
.not-{o-nicely,and Sciipulouſly 
Apon fach Pun&iliois as theſe, 
I hongh the Prieſts, & Scribes 
had many wayes :corrupted 
both the Doftrine, and 'Wor- 
ſhip of Gad,:. ye& did not he 
rehuſe (for all-cheir Errors) to 
make iſe of- their Miniftery. 
or to Communicate with them. 
inthe Worſhip.of God. Firſt 
« as Mr. Hilderſham obſerves , 
| F when 


| | 
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The underſtanding 
« when he was an infant he 
c was circumciſed, and by 


<« that Sacrament ' incorpora-. 


_ © ted into that Church, Luk, 2- 


6 21. Second]y when his mo- 
© ther was purified, he was 
«< brought to the Temple, 
«< and preſented to the Lord, 
« and an oblation given for 
i him, as for other children, 
« Luk-2.22. Thirdly, He was 
© Content to bean heurer of 
* {ach teachers as taught in 
< that Church, Luk, 2. 46. 
*« Fougrhly, He was every -Sab- 
«© bath won to join in publick 
« praycr with the congregation 
« that was at Nazareth, Luk. 
* 4-16. Fifthly, He received 
* the Sacrament of Bapciſme 
<1n:a Congregation of 'that 
<< people, Luk. 3. 21. #/ben «ll 
© the people was baptized, he 


© 4s baptized alſo. _— 
Je 
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Chriftians Duty. 
© He communieated in the 
<« Paſſeover with the people, 
« and the Pricfts, Foh. 2. 13. 
«© Seventhly, He allowed his 
< Diſciples to hear thoſe teach- 
«ers, Matth. 23.12. Yeahe 
<commanaed the Leper,whom 
& he cleanſed, to go and ſhew 
« himſelf to the Prieſt, and 
c offer his gift in the Temple, 
« Mattb.$.4. Thus far he in his 
ec 25th. Lefure on foh. 4th. 
« Wherein he inſiſted on theſs 
© emo Dodrines. (1) That 
« our Saviour himſelf, though 
« he were the Son of God, did 
© uſe when he was here on 
«earth to ſerve and worſhip 
6 God. (2) That thoſe afſem- 
« blies that enjoy the word 
« and doftrine of ſalvation, 
«© though they have many cor- 
© ruptiens remaining in them, 
< are to be acknowledged the 
© true Churches of God, and 
F 2 & ich 
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& ſach as none of the faithful 
may make. {cparation from. 
fe par. T bat with his 82d. 1e&ure upon 
poſe the ſame Chapter, I commend 
ſpeaks Mr. tothe peruſal of the Reader 
Perkins that 1s de{irous of wholeſome 


on the jnſtruion. But to return, 


Greed, we ſee, that though the ſiate of 
$.178, 


the Zewrhh Church was corrupt 
in the daves of our Saviour, 
Jet he made -no ſeparation 
from 1t, but communicated 
with 1c in the worſhip of God. 
No m:re did MelanGben at 
Wittenierg abitain from the 
commiunion, though he dilli- 
: ked Errores & ſuperſtiti:nes in 
Alting conn, i. e. ſome errors and ſu- 


which it ſcemg, were retained 
intheir Form of admini;rration 
of the Supper of the Lord. 
The like is ſaid of other Pro- 
teftant Divines both there, amd 
in other places. Lelire it 

_ khere- 


a 2 perſtitions,as mp Author laith, 


Chriſtians duty. 


therefore, as no doubt theſe 
d>1d, after the beſt faſhion rhat 
may be : but ifthat cannor be 
had, then be content, as they 
were, togo lefſe, an1 receive 
it, ſo thou mareft but have it 
after any faſhion that it may | 
be had in, which fights not 
with the infticution of Chri?. 
So thou beeft but a rea] par- 
taker ofthe Body and Blood 
of Chrift,- what matcer 1s't to 
thee, after what external Fa- 


ſhion it is conveyed to thee, 


whether in an earthen dith, 
and a wooden cup, or 11 a 
placcer of filver, and a chalice 
of gold ; whether with a Sup- 
plication , that thou mayeft 
pariake of the inward grace, 
as well as of the outward Sa- 
crament; or with an Exherta- 
tiou to be thankful for the 
erace deſigned, offered, and 
exhibited together with the 

F-3 Sacra» 
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| Sacrament ? ? whether upon 


thy knee, as an humble ſup- 
plia:it at the Throne of Grace, 
or 1n the poſture of ſtting, as 
a! invi:ed Gueſt unto the ta- 


ble of thy Lord ? the -cfett of 


the Sacrament depending up= 
on the Tnftitution and piocue 
&* Uhrit ordaining i It, not ap- 
onthe F2;i:ton of the Yiniticrs 
givingit, or upon. the Porure 
ofthe commutiicact in _ 
Ving it. I ſhall conclude th 

parc of my diſcourſe with be 
Judgment of Mr. Calvin upon 
&« the caſe. Ceterum quod ad 
© externum aFzonis ritum ſpe- 
« Fat &Cc. 8.6. But as touching 
« the external Form. of the 
« Afton, whether Believers 
© receive the Sacrament into 
« their Hand. or not ; whe- 
«ther. they divide it among 
£ themſelves, or eat every one 
« what is particularly given 
*trQ 
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© craments miniſtred unto 
© thems, which are effetual 
wh. becauſe 2 of Coriſts inſlitu- 
* tion and promiſe, althou gh 
&« they be miniſtr bd by eve! 
© men. 

Fourthiy, and Laſtly, SeF. 22: | 
methinks I hear azyrher No-1- 
yet, Gndiag many things 
at which he toes excep- 
tions 1N the Parochial Conn 
eregation 1n which he is 
to receive, and pieading 

j theminexcule tor his not 
receiving, He would 
gladiy re eceive were the 

Congrega tion ſuch as ne 

| dried ive withal : but 

 _ that not being fo,he holds 
it his be(f £5 for bear till he 
May receive itina Con» 

gregation: 


F 
[ 
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gregation,touching which 
he is better ſatisfied Why ? 
whats the matter, (ſpeak 
It out man) that thou da- 
reſt not joyn with thy 0- 
ther Neighbours in the 
performance of an Ad of 
honour to Jeſus Chriſtzare 
they not Chriſt::»s? It 
would be ſtrange that af- 
ter fixteen hundred years, 
in all which timethe Chri. 
ſtian Religicn hath been 
more or leſs profefted in 
this Nation, therc ſhou!d 
be yet any Parochial Gon- 
gregation 1n Eng/avd, that 
were not Chriſt;an. It they 
be not Chriſtians, what are 
they ? Jews, Turks, or Pa- 
gan;?beſides,if Perſons ad- 

mitted 


F 
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Chri hians Duty. 


. mitted by Baptiſme into the 


Church of Chriſt ; if Perfons 
receiving and Profeiling the 
Faith of Chriſt; if Perſons 
ſubmitting to all the Ordinan- 
ces of Chriſt be Chriſhans, { as 
who are Chritians if {uch be 
not? ) then which of our Pa- 
rochial Congregations, 15 not 
Chrijtian ? There may be 
among them ſome more 
ſpiritual, and ſome more Car- 
val; ſome that ar: Grown men, 
and others thav are but Babes 
m1 Chkr:t ; fome that are jirong 
in Fairh, and others that are 
more weakem Falth : yer all 
theſe may well enough mczet 1n 
the. One Common General 
Difterence of Chritian. Soine 
m reſp:& of Faith, Knowiedze, 
Purity,may be better Chrz tians 


' thenothers; yer tliat hinders 


nor that otiiers. are Chritians 
a fo, chough neither ſo ſtrong 
F Believ= 
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Belcevers, nor fo knowing | 
Profeflors, nor ſo holy Livers : 
2s they, whileft they hold - 
communion with other Chris ; 
ffans in the Faith, Worſhip, 
and Ordinances of Chrift. 
What thinkeft thon of the Co- 
rithions ? Were they Chrifti- ; 
ans ? Surethey were ; elſe the. 
Apoſile was out, when he di- ' 
rected his Epiſtle to them un- | 
der the Title of the Church of | 
God which is at Corinth, San- 
Gifted in Jeſus Chriſt, the cal- 
led Saints, 1 Cor. 11. 2. And | 
yet C hap. 5. v. 1. He ſpeaks of 
them, as Carwxal perſoxs, and 
even + Bebes in Chrajt, Our 
Conviccations then may be 
Ch7:.11an, though there be-in 
them, as there was in the 
Church of Cod at Corinth, a 
mixture of ſpiritual and car- 
na! perſons, grown Chriſtians, 
8nd Pabes in Chrift. - Anil 

oe Chr 


Ebritians Duty. 
| Chrifien: they are fure ; to 
were they not {o, they 
net joyn with Glee 11 an 
| of Religious Worikip to 
Chriſt: and if {ic}; racy be, 
then why doit thou refale to 
joyn with them ? 

Perhaps thor ſay, though 
they be calicd Chrittians by 
themſelves, and brethren by 
others, yet they are Unbelie- 
ers, Fornicators , Covetous ,. 
Extertioners, Idoleters, P.at- 
ters, Drunkards, &c. And 
with fach ] may rot by the 
Apoftles rule , keep company, 
#0t Eat, 1 Cor. 5.11. But 
muſt come 0:3 from among them 
and be ſeparate, 2 Cor. 6. 17- 
Have #9 JatowJhin with the mn 
fruitful works of darkneſſe , 
F ph. 5. 1. by wah draw My 
ſelf. from every Brother, that 
Watketh diſgrirrly, and have 
wo compaity with bis, 2 Thell. 
Z.G. 
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3-6. For what fellowſhip bath. 
righteouſneſs with unrighteouſ- 
neſſe? and what communion hath 
light with darineſſe? and what 
Concord hath Chriit with Belial? 
* what part hath he that be- 
leveth with az Infidel ? and 
what agreement hath the Tem- 
ple of God with Idols ? 2 Cor. 
6. 145 15, 16. | 
Buc, I anſwerto thee again. 
Firſt, Take heed, whil'it thou 
judgeft others to have no 
Faith, thou ſhew not thy ſelf 
to have no Charity : and then 
choul' be as unfic co be there, 
as any of the worſt of them 
thou nameſt. Admit they 
have been (uch as thou ſayeſlt ; 
vere not the Corinthians ſuch, 
( fome of them at Teaſt )) till 
thy were wajhed in the laver of 
Eaptilme,ſan@ified by the grace 
of the ſpirit, and Tzjtified in 
the Name of the Lord Jeſus, 
I Core 


4 


p hath 1 Cor. 6. 11. 


Chriſtians Duty. | 
And yet they 


Hteoyſ- | came together into one place 
4 hath | to eat the Lords Supper, i Cor. 
what 


elial? 


ft be- 
and. 


Tems 


Cor. 


Pall. 
thou 
no 
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11-20. Yea but they are 
ſuch, ſayeſt thou : How know- 
eft thou that? Say I again. 
He that was laſt week, a whore- 
maſter, a drunkared, &c. May- 
bave lince then ( eſpecial'y_ 
upon his examining of hiniſelt 


in order to his Receiving ) he 


 felf } 


hen 
ere, 
1em 
Rey 
lt ; 
ch, 
ll 
of 
ce 


may I ſay, for ouzht thou 
knoweſt, ſince laſt thou ſaweft 
hiaz, have ſeen, and forrowed 
for his fin; he may have hum- 


| bled himſelfe before God, 
| and may have had the Paurdor 
| granted to him in his Confct- 
' ence; and be come to have the 
! Seal (etto itn the Sacrament. 
' Andif this be (o,, why ſhould 
; ir trouble 
| may it not be (0? The ſpiric 
' blows when, and where 1c 


thee ? And why 


lis : ſeveral Perſons arc called 
at 


The underſtanding 


at ſeveral hours, and npon ſfe- 
veral occations. Sau! was go- 
ing to Damaſcus to perſecute 
the Chriftians, and before he 
came there, he was turned like 
thar other Sel, tnto another 
bat better-man, and became & 
Preacher of Chrilt, And why 
may not this be thy Neigh- 
bours caſe? And whether it 
be ſo or no, It 1s the moſt ſafe 
and charitable way to believe 
i,, fo to be,whileſt thou know- 
eſt nothing to the contrary. 
Charity beareth all things, be- 
lieveth al! things, hopeth all” 
things, exauretb all things, 1 
Cor. 13.7. 

Secondly, Conſider that the 
King 11 the Parable found 
faulc with the Maz that came 
wo the Wedding Feaſt, nor 
taving his Wedding garment 
on : but he found no: faulc 
with the other Grejts for com. 
ing 


"2 9: OF. FP - ks CY 
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! ing, fittingdown, and cating 
* atthe {ſame Table, or Meiſe 


with the Max that had not on 
\ his Wedding garment , Met. 


22. And that king it ſeems 
was content with but resfona- 
ble Guefts, who out of (teit a 
houſeful as were got together 
from the high ways and heds- 
es rejeted au ene. Though 
[the choice 0nes at this Feaſt be 
few, yet the called thereunto 
are many. 


Thirdly, be they as ba:! as No.,5- 


;thou makeſt chem, yet exnſt 
thou find any there , whom 
thou knoweſt to be « greater 


' 


= 
b] 
4 


' ſinner, end a more wicked 
{ perſon then thy ſelf? If thou 
| cant not (as, ſure thou cant 
| not,unleſs thon beeſt a ſtrang- 


er at home , that thou doeſt 
noc know thy felf) then how 


erovnd'- Te is the reaſon of 


} thy abitz! ig from the Com- 
8-251 1MAMONRs, 


————o—_— .-  —__——— 
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munion, becauſe others come 
thither that are greater {in- 
ners then thon, when thine 
own conſcience tells thee thou 
art the chief of {tnners ? Not 
to come to the Sacrament up- 
on fuch account as this , 18 as 
if a man ſhould have refuſed 
to go to the Pool of Betbeſdu 
becauſe ſuch « multitude of 
Impotent folk, blind, halt, wi- 
thered, &c. lay there waiting 
for the moving of the waters, 
Joh. 5. 3. or ſhonld refuſe ro 
come at a Phyiitian for help, 
becauſe fo many other tick 
folks come to him for heal- 
Ing. 


* Fourthly, Thou art not better 


then thy Saviour, & he refuſed 
not to Eat with Publicans and 


bic Chri- ſinners. Take heed therefore 


tan con 
Vivantom 
cum ſuis 


Au pude- 
| bit 


that tnou offend not againſt his 
Example ( his example is a 
rule,& a law in many caſes)by 
refuiing 


— 


— 
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refuſing to eat with ſuch (as z;; 6,5 ine 
he refuſed not to eat withal) d/ſcumbere, 
if ſuch ſhall preſume ro come »5i vident 
to his Table. Perhaps thou'lt © phat 
ſay, his going amongſt them weny I 
and eating with them was to ;!1, ſanfi- 
the zntent he might, by con- ores 0 
verſing with them, have op- MuUREINIES 
portunity of converting them: 0% * 
But ſay | again, admitting that g,;j, hyman 
ro be part cf his Intent, how on Ap1c.3s 
knowefſt thou, that to be allv. 20. 

his intent? It might, for ought 

thou knoweſt, be his intent to 

teach thee Charity 1n commu- 

nicating with fuch as he did 
Communicate withal. And 
doth not your c: ming toge- 
ther, and gcing together pre- 
ſent you with many fair op- 
portunicies of Miniſtring good 
ro their ſouls 2 yea the very 
oblerving of your Reverent 
and Religious behaviour at 
that Chrijtian Duty may _—_ 
a2 Re- 


"(} 


— 


114 The underſlandmg 
a Reverence into their heafts, 
and be a means to work them 
into ſome Real re'igioulneſſe, 
who perhaps beſore were 
Formal encugh. Oh bur 
thou'lt ſay, Our Saviour did 
not eat the Sacrament - «ith. 
ſuch ; he eat ic wich none but 
bis Diſciples, 1 antwer : Firſt 
thatit is obſerved from Fob. 
2.13, 23- That he did eat the 
Sacramentsf the Paſſeqver with 
ſuch, Secondiy for the Sa- 
crament of the Lords Supper : 
11s not expreſſed that he did 
eat that Sacrament at all, even 
with his diſciples. Biit ad- 
| mic he did, ( both becauſe I 
* See Buca: 48. fee * Authors both an- 
loc. Com. A minas tent, and modern, a- 


concludes he did, ; ; 
citing Sr. Hjerome, BY&<1Ng ON Its and not 


 Feſas Ehriftus and becauſc there 1s 


T- . y f py * 
wþſe conviva 75 con ſome obſcure imtima- 


Viviumz tþle come- ,- OE FR I 
d 'ns gy qui comeds- tion of 1t, 1n Marth, 26- 


(24.4. 3.4.81.Concl. 29s. 


fiyin2, Dominus Witiout ſome reaſon s; 


-D- 


ELOISE TAPE 
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29. ma king it probable that he 
did) yet had he not a worſe 
communicanrs at the ſame table 
With kim, then any of thoſe 
for whoſe preſence lake thou 
refuſe ro come at his Table ? 


i mean T:Jas ta Frai- 
tor. i2ivehand rnown 
to be iuCi to him fron 
the beginning ; had he 
nct Peter with him, 
who he knew woald 


 &:ny himand forſreer 
bim ? yea, did fre not; 


know that ei lis Diſ- 
ciples would prove De- 
ſertors to him arud for- 
ſake him? Alatih. 25. 


T St. Aug. affir- 
meth in 52. Tra}. 
ia 7oh. and aicer 
a: t. 2, - derer- 
mines that Fids 
cam as dt cips'ts 
corpus d1mi (f 


ſangainem J#uj «ity 


e did reccive 
rhe body and 
bl-o4 oi the 

Lors wich th? 
otiier D1cples. 
Sicrum Oe 


32, 34, and yer he cai the S4- «ns 
Cra!memntr with them. |} airdiy 27 1:4 Ie 


Is that a good reaſ: 
thou ſhouldeſt not cat + 
crament with thoſe thar arc 


2 Way 1ugt 17 
ne Sa- jctrer atm 


+ of pants 
ja nermicds 


Diſciples to Chriſt ?2 becaule},, "ctr 4 
Chriſt eat ic wich none but yit.D.Cp- 


thoſe de Can De 


No. 7+ 
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thoſe that were hts Difciples ? 
And lure thy Neighbours are 
Diſciples to Chriſt, though 


perhapsno great Proficients 111 


Chrittianity z otherwiſe , we 
muſt go ſeck out a new mean- 


. \ 
1n2 of padSyTiwwoz)]s Tevra T4 


{In GamTiCovris dures i. 6: 
make Diſciples ot all Nations, 
Heathens and all , Baptizing 
them, &c. Matth. 28. 15, 20. 
compared with oh. 4. r. 
Fifthly, Becaufe they will 
fin in commg , wilt thon to 
mend the matter, ſix in ab7an- 
ing? thou wilt ſay, tt is &- 
gaintt thy conſcience to cume 
and receive together with ſuch. 
Bur ſay I, ſuch a conſcience,. 
as dictates diſobedience to a 
commanded Duty, is an Er- 
ring Conſcience. Thou muſt 
therefore, if thou wilt not 
ccntinne in fin, reform thy 
conſcience and perform thy 
Duty. Sixthly, 


_— — I 1 eg 
—— = 
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Sixthly, If cthers offend thee No.5. 
m coming, thou effendeſt 0- 
gh} thers, as good as thy (elf (for 
Ing ought thou knoweſt) in ab- 
we f ſtaining: for thou breakeft 
Nn- | Communion with them ; and 
Te | by abftaining from communi- 
e: | cating amongthem, es ,1law- 
is, | ful for thee, thou concludeſt 
1W | them under the fin of an v#- 
>. | lawful communication : and 
| ſo makeſt the hearts of the righ- 
tesrs ſad, whom God hath not 
o | madeiſad, Ezek. 13 .22. And 


their Offence 18 but an offence 

unjuſtly. taken by thee, not , . 

juſtly given by them ; for how , ,-** 

ſhould a man give juſt offence, [c,ngali- 

in doing -that duty * which he zart niſi 

| [ ſhould:tin; in not doing ? but r/am 
9 


me 6M 


thy Offence-is anioffence juſtly -- , 1 e.. 
' Civex by thee to them, notun- p, <ew. 
+ juftl; caken by them at thee: ard Serm. 

for who can but be jy o- 00 1 Cor. 

R 0. 32, 

| Fended to ſee a man pretend- - pe 
ig conſcience again his duty * 
| beſides 


———neths ann 28 ; IDE —————_— = Gm COT WE__—— o—_—_ 
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beſides, tny abitaining is- an ' 
Offence in another ſenle : for 
it1s 4 means to make others 
ſtumble, offend, and wound 
their own conſciences by neg- 
le&ing of cheir duty, which is 
a grievous lin: See Aqui.22de. 
q. 43. art. 1. Ameſ. de. Gonfſc. 
L. 5. C. 11. | 

Yea , bue (ayeſt thon fill, 


after all this, what have youto 


lay to the Apojitle ? Why to ; : 


your colle&ion from the Apo- 
file, I anſwer that it is a mecr 
miſtake, the Apoſtle doth in- 
deed, in 1 Cor. 5.11. inter- 
dit the Corinthians that free 
enconraging converſe with 
Chrijtian profeſſours, that are . 
guilty of retaining any of 
thoſe ſenſual heathen fins uſed 
by 1:/olaters, and doth coms« 
mand them that with ſch an 
one they ould not enter into 
any frieudly commerce, fo 

much 
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much, as ts eat with kim,much 
leſs to a3#mrt him to the Sacra- 
went,or the Feaft that attended 
that;unti] he ſhould reform. B:t 
the Apoſtle doth not forbid 
them, er any of them to eome 
together, and receive the Sa- 
crament, becauſe of any ſuch 
coming to receive it with them. 
This 902 think to be the Apo- 
Mes meaning here. Burt bere 
1s no thing, nor word of this, 
either here, or any where clſe 
in all his writings. Why but 
you'l ſay, How then ſhall we 
avoid mingling with then, and 
cating with them, if we abſtain 
not from coming, and cating 
with them, when they come to 
cat? I anſwer, by »et ſuffering 


them to come and mingte,and 


eat with you. The Apollle 
himſelf reils the Corinthians, 
and you in them, what to doc 
in this caſe, in ver. 13. Put 


The wnderflanding 
eway from your ſelves that wic- 
hed perſon. Let the Cen(ures 
of the Church be inflicted on 
him : and let him, and all ſuch 
Chriſtian Profeflors, as are 
cuilty of ſuch ſins,be excommu- 
wicated, debarred, and kept 
back from the Communion, 
let them not be ſuffered fo far 
to mingle with Chriftians, es 
to cat with them at the Table 
of the Lord. | | 
But you'l ſay we have x0 
power to hinder them from 
coming into our eompany. at 
ſuch Times, and eating with 
us at- thoſe Holy Feaſts. To 
this 1 anſwer. Firſt, If you 
have not the power of. an 
Authorit ative excemmunication, 
yet you have the Power of 
Brotherly Admonition,uand may 
by that diſcreetly managed, 
either keep them from coming, 
or bring them into ſome fit- 
neſs, 


Chriſtians Duty. 
nels to come. And which of 
you that are ſo minded da ſo? 
And how wiſl you anſwer 
your not ſo doing ? Secondly, 
If you have ns power to hinder 


them from coming , then 2t 105. «rt. 
frail not be your ſin , if they 1. 2d4um. 


come : :nor ſhall you fin in 
doing what you ought, becauſe 
they will be where, and be. 
doing what they ought not. If 
the Sox ſhall not bear the_ini- 
quity of the Feather , ucither 
ſhall the pariſhroner bear the 
iniquity of his nerghbour. The 
righteouſneſs of the righteous 
ſhail be upon bim, and the wic= 


kedneſs of the wicked ſhali be 


'1pen him, E.zek. 18. 20, The 


ſoril that ſinneth, it ſal, die, ib» 
VET. 4, 20. 

Thirdly,your went of power, 
to hinder another from doing 
wheat he ſhoufd nec, will nor 
excuſs you from gn, in not 


doing, 


I22 


No,11. 
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doing, what you ſhould, and | 


have Power to doe. Youbave 
Power to come your ſelves, and 
eat, though you have not 
Power to keep him away from 
coming, and cating with you. 
And he that hath not Power to 
do all he ought, yet ought to 
do ail that's in his Power. And 
how you will Anſwer your 
neglet of doing, what our 
Saviour expreſly hath com- 
manded you to doe, would do 
well to be conlidered. Thus 
much in Anſwer to your miſ- 
rake from the firſt place. 

Your miſtake from the fec- 
cond place, viz. 2 Cer.6.17, 
is this, You think the Apoltle 
there commands or exhorts 


verge wrt 
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Chriſtians to come out from a- 


Mong and be ſeparate from, 1. c. 
forfake and abſtain from com- 


ing at Chriftian Aſſemblies, 
eſpecialy when they come | 


toge- 


ad \ 
ve 
1d 


ot } 
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together,intoore place to eat the 


Supper of the Lord, becauſe of 
ſome unteleving, ignorant,or 
wicked Chriftians being there. 
Why,but the Apoſtle faith #0 
ſuchword,nor [peaxs of any ſuch 
thing in that place. What? 
can ic be imagined that the A- 
poſtle ſhould exhort Chrijtians 
to divifon, and ſchiſme, which 
he ſo dehorts even theſe very 
Corinthians from 1 Cor. 1. 10. 
and reproves them for, 1 Cor. 
I1- 18, 19, 20, 21, 22. @nd ex- 
horts che Romans , to mark, 
them which cauſed diviſions, 
and offences , contrary to the 
doGrine they bad learned and 
avoid them ? Rom. 16.17. The 
Apoſtle having in an clegant 
Antithefis largely ſet forth the 
diſparity of conditions betwixt 
the Cormthian Chriitians, and 
the cither Heathex Infidels, or 
Temperizing Hereticks , be- 

G 3 wiz 
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ewixe whom there is as littlo 
real concord, feliowſhip , or | 
communion, as betwixt righ- | 
teouſneſs and unrighteouſneſs, + 
light and darkneſs, Chrift and ! 
Belial , @« Believer, and an 
Infidel, the Temple of God, +. 
and the Idols Temple, + 
from thence draws, and by * 
way cf exhortation preſſeth on + 
them this conclu{tzon , that * 
they ſhould rid themſelves our * 
of ſo-wicked company , and : 
unclean” nverſation , * by no { 
means complying with them *' 
ſo far as to go to their Ido! - 
Temples, and Feaſts with them, * 
but with all ſtritneſſe to ab- 
ftain from ſuch ſociety. Now 
what argument can be drawn 
from the Apoſtles exhorting of 
Chri/tians to forſake the ſoci- 
ety of IdoJatrous Heathens, to 
move Chriſtians to forſake the 


ſociety of ſuch as are ca'led to 
be 
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be Saints? or what reaſon can 


be drawn from the Apoſtles 


; dehorting Believers from go- 


ing with Iufidels to the Idols 
Feaſts, to prove that it is un- 
lawful for any man that pro- 
fetiech faith in Chrift;to go to- 
gether with other profeſſours 
of the ſame faith, to the Table 
of the Lord, of which the A- 
poſtle fpeaks not one word in 


that place ? . Becauf: the A- 


e's diſſwades Chrif#ians fronr 
aving communton with T1»f? - 
dels, or Hereticks in that 
which was ſimply, and in it 
felf evil and unlawful; will 


you therefore conclude that 


Chriitians ought to withdraw 
themſelves from having com- 


munion with  þri/tzans in that 


which 1s lawful, and good, and 
a neceſſary Duty 2 wherein 
lies the force of the argument ? 
iS it becauſe: the Chriſtian 
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Churches are as unlawful for 
Chriftians to worſhip 1n , as 
Idol Temples coniidered as 
ſach? Sure this is not ic, how- 
ever ſome brainſics © :es doe 
fancy lil: leſſe. Is i becauſ: 
the Lor 's Table 1s as vnlanful 
to be prreaken of, as 1.10 Tale 
of Divels ? this is not 1t lure 


neither. No man that names : 


the name of Chriſt wiil fay 


--- Is it then becauſe wick- 
KLALLLD 


ed Chriflzens are as unlawful 
to be jo _—_ w:thal, in a Re- 
ligious Chriftian Duty, as Hea- 
_ in their ſuperititious 10! 
Wor ſhip ? why but -this cannot 
be it neicher, The Apollle 
ſaith not ſo here : nor doth he, 
or any other fay ſo any where 
elle, cicher in words, or ett:&. 
And if there were any ground 
for it, then it would as well 


conclude againſt your joyning | - 
with themin Prayer or hearing 
the 


_ , 


0 
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the word, as in Receinina the 
Sacrament - which ſure is no 
mai? a Chrifian Duty, then 
the other; and T hope you are 
not yet fo nnich a Separatift. 
So that the whole argument 
from this Scripture agamt re- 
ceiving the Szcrament in mzxt 
Aſſemblies of Chriftitan Pro- 
fellours is a meer miſtake. 

No other, or better, is that X's 
which 1s drawn from, Eph.5.11. 
where Unriftians are forbid- 
den ts have fellowſhip with the 
mruitſul works of darkneſs. Do 
you think the Apoſtle meant,in 


this place #1 prohibit Chritze 


ans to r.cive the Sacrament 
of the S::pper of the Lord in 
mixt Congregations ? why, 
here's not one werii: ſpoke of 
this matter in all that Chapter. 
The Apolt'c in verle 3. &c. 
dehorts the Epheſians from 
Fornication, and'thols other 

G 4 abomi- 
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abominable , and unnatural 
filthinefſes and iincleanneſſer, 


ſome temporizing -Hereticks 
practiſed ; from the mean 1n- þ 
confiſtency of ſuch praiſes | 
with true Chriſtianicy ver. 5. 
and from the obnoxionſneſſe . 
of the praftiſers thereof to the | 
wrath of God, ver, 6. In con- 
ſideration whereof he exhorts 
them 70t to be partakers with , 
them, v.7, not te have felowſhip | 
with them,v.11. But what's all 
chis tothe buſineſs of receiving 
the Sacrement in a mixt Con- 
gregation ? May not a man 
jJoyn with his Neighbour in 
the performance of a Duty, be- | 
cauſe he may not joyn with J 
him 11 the perpetration of & . 
villany ? May he not bea par- | 
caker together with him of the 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper, | 
bc.zuſc he may not be a »-r- | 
<AKET 


wy, - 
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taker with himin his preciſe 
of Heathen filthineſſe, and un- 
cleanneſſe ? may he have no 


fellowthip with him in com- 
manded Als of Helmeſſe, be= 


. cauſe he may have no fellow- 


ſhip with him in the znfruztful 
works of darkneſſe? And yet 
this is all the reaſon (for ought 
I can ſee) that can be drawn 
fronrthis Seripture to diſſuade 
men from- receiving the Sg- 
crament 11 amixt Congrega- 
tion, Which how weak it 1s 
any man may ce, that is but 
ſatisfied 1n this, that it 15 one: 
thing to communicate with a 
man 1n a. Duty , and another 
thing to communicate wirh 
himina Sz#: and the {infu]- 
neſs of the one- cannot make 
the ,other ſinful, eſpeciaily 
ſince the Duties are but ſpect- 
fically the ſame, not in4ivi- 
dually : they ſeverally act et -ir 
Singular Duties , though boti 
G5 at 
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at one time, in one place, and 
after the ſame external man- 
ner-:ſo that the receiving of che 
one;is no more the receiving of 
the other, then my cating of 
my portion of meat, 1s your 
cating of your portion of meat, 
though we be both at one time, 
at one Fable, and be partners 
at one and the ſclf ſame meſle. 
To areue therefore that itis 
wnlawful far me to do right, 
co reccive the Sacrament, as [ 
ought, becauſe it 1s a ſi, for 
another todo wrong - to re- 
ceive otherwiſe then he ought, 
ts a miſtake and hath not foot 
hold 1n this Scripture. 

Such anotker miſtake is chat 
2cain, which you draw from 
the Apoſtles commanding the 
Theſſalonians to withdraw them- 


ſelves from every Brother that 


watketh diſorderly, 2 Thefl. 
3. 6. to Note him, and bave 
#o Company With bim. VEr. 14. 
| Hence: 


« 


PR _— . 


Chriſtians Duty; 
Hence you conclude that, you 
ought rather to forbeare com- 
ing to the Lords Table, then 
come thither togetherwith any 


diſorderly walking Brother. 


Why, bur this 1s a more nuf- 
take; The Apoſtle ſaith ne 
ſuch word. He comminds 
them indeed ro withdraw them 
ſelves from every Brother that 


walketh diſorderly, but he doth + 


not command them to with- 
draw themſelves from the Table 
of the Lord, He commands 
them to have no company with 
him, but he doth not com- 
mand them to forſake the Aſ- 
ſcm-ling of themſelves together 
to Commemorate the death 
of Chriſt in the Sappzr of the 


Lord becauſe of bin, Andfay, 
1 befecch you, 1n good fad- 


neſs, Do you think in your 
confeience that the Apoſtles 


- meaning was, that the whole 


Churcl 
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of Chriſt in Theſſalenica could 
ſo oft abſtain from coming to 
the Table of the. Lord as there 
ſhould be any diſorderly walk- 
ing Brotber amcag them , and 
fo long as: he ſhould continue 
in his diſorderly walking ? 
what were this, but to evacu- 
ate,and diſanul the Ordinance 
of Chrift.? For ſuppoting, 
what 1s very ſuppoſeable, that 

there might be a ſucceſſion of | 
perſons, in that, orany other 
Church, that ſhould be guilty 
of difocderly walking,or ſome 
other ſcandalous wiekedneſle, 
rendring them unfit for Chri- 
fiansto have company with 
them, if becauſe there were 
{o, that Church muſt abſtain ' 4 
from the Lords Table,ic would © 
then follow, that the Apolile, 
1:1 {uch caſe, ſhould command 
the Theſſalonzans, or other 


Church , zever to meet toge- 


ther, 


Chriſtians Duty. 

ther in one place to. eat the 
Supper of the Lord, fo long 
as they thould live. The ab- 
ſurdity of which conſequence 
hath reaſon enough in irc to 
perſuade, that the Apoſtle had 
ſomie other meaning in his 
words quite different from 
this. Why but yor perhaps 
will lay, How could the The- 
ſſalonians,or any other Church 
ef Chriſtians otherwiſe avoid: 
baving company with ſuch diſ- 
orderly ſcandalous perſons if 
all might come, as wha would 
not come that were convinced 
that 1c werethe Duty of all to 
come, that profeſſe tizamſc]ves 
Chriſtians? To this the anſwer 
33 very calle, the company of 
ſuch diſcrderly. perſons at (a- 
cred Duties might by the The- 
ſeloniens, and may by any 0- 
ther Church (where there is 
an cſabliſhment of —_-) 

c 
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be avoided, by keeping ſnc'a 
ſcandalous, diſorderly perſons 
out of their company, #ot 
ſuffering them to have compa- 
ny with them. For all may 
not come to the Sacrament 
that will, and when they will 
Chriſt hath lefc a power in his 
Church to take in, & curn out, 
as occa{ion ſhall be. And ſuch as 
are untaken in by Baeptiſme, 
or have been turned eut by 
FE xcommunication, Or are Uun- 
der any other natural, or legal 
encapacity may not come. And 
when any ſhall deſerve ro be 
withdrawn from, the with- 
drawing which the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of, is to be underſtood 
of the cenſuring and excom- 
municating of ſuch perſon, the 
putting away from themſelves, 
and delivering up unto Satan 
fuch wicked perſon. His mea - 
ning never was to command 


&'1y 
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any Chriſtian to: diſobey the 
command of Chrift, becauſe 
of any other ſcandalous Chri- 
ftians diſobedience in a diſor- 
derly and unchriſtian walking. 
If you ſhall again objec& a 
want of power 1n our Paro- 
chial Congregations of with- 
drawin? in ſuch wiſe and by 
ſuck means from ſuch difor- 
derly walking Brethren, I muſt 
refer you for ſatitfaftion to- 
what I ſpake before in anſwer 
to the ſame objection from 
x Cor. 5. 11. by which I fill 
abide. 
| And now having eleare 
(T hope) the Apofties meaning 
from your miltakes,I {hall only 
add, that if it were ſo tobe 
withed 8s nothing more on 
earth , that '4very one that 
Names tle Nawe of Chriſt 
would depart from all miquitie, 
that all the Lords people were 
| Really 
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Really as well as Relatively 
Holy, that Righteouſneſle 
mighe have no Fellowſhip with 
unrighceouſneſfſe, nor Light 
have any communion with 
darkneſs,that 1s,that there were 
no impure and wicked Livers 
within the Pale of the Church 
for Righteous and Holy per- 
fons to communicate withal!l,. 
even inthe common Duties of. 
religious Worſhip. But witha]l 
I muſt profeſs ro believe, that 
He thac will never receive the 
Sacrament,till he may xeceive 
icin a Congregation of ſuch 
Ele Saints of God as are all 
Really as well as Relatively 
Holy, may ſeck long, ere ke 
{ſhall tind ſuch a Congregaticn, 
and ftay long, ere he be (ure 
the Congregation that he is to 
receive wichall be (uch. In 
the meane time, it will not be 
amiſs for him to confider (be- 
cauſe 


Chriftians Duty. 
cauſe death may perhaps ſur- 
prize and take him away from 
the Society of Men, before he 
ſhall have found our, and 
jotned himſelf with ſncb @ ſo- 
ciety of Saints j if will not, I \ay 
be amifle for him to conſider, 
whether this will be hereafter 
a good plea, in excuſe for kis 
Negligence in not doing the 
known will of his Lord, to 
ſlay, Lord, I confeſs I was invis 
ted to thy Supper, and knew it 
Was my arty to come, but becauſs 
T1 diſliked ſome of thy Gueſts 
that were to be there in com- 
pany with me, therefore I for- 
bore, and would wot comes 
chuſing rather to diſcbey thy 
Command, and refuſe thy Sp- 
per, then to accept thine Invi- 
tation, and come to thy Supper 
with ſuch Company. And if 
this will be but a forry Plea, 


then beware of ſich Princi- 
ples,, 


No. 
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ples, as will put on ſuch Pra- 
&tices, as will have no better 
pleas, then ſuch to defend or 
excuſe them. Butand if that 
He, having firſt miſtakes. <7. 
then miſapplicd to himſelf 
what th; Apoſtle ſpeaks in 
I Tor. 2.15. touching the ſpz- 
ritual mans judging all things, 
ſhall, upon the account there- 
of, preſume hinfelf able to 
find out, and diſcern ſuch a 


Congregatlon of Elect ones, as 
he may ſafely join himſelf 
withall, it would doe well for 
him, in the mean time to con- 
ſid:r how he wil' wipe off 
from himſelf che Guilt of 14. 
king a drviſion from the Ton- 
gregation, which hitherto he 
hath held communion withall, 
and of gving offence unto ſuch 
Brethren, as he leaves behund 
therein, and of caſting a ſium- 
blizg block before others __ 


. 


; 
4 
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lo diſcerning es himſelf, 
tha: tske occaſion by his 
example to divide alſo, and 
ſeparate themſelves there- 
frem, to joyn with ſuch as he 
hin{-If condemns, viz. Papis, 
Avabapiiite, Ranters,{Quakers, 
ec. his rnio the world be- 
carſe of ofences : for it miſt 
weeds be that 63:uces come 
but wo to that mai by whom the 


0725s Comerh . Matth. 18.5. 


It were better for him that a 
Mitcoue were hanged about his 
neck. and he caf into the Sen, 
then that bs ſhenld off 1d 9ne of 
theſe little Ones, Luk. 17.2. 
And «<1:hatler aim aſſure him- 
ſeli, that however 1t be, that 
the ſpiritual man in the 1- 
peſtles ſenſe, do judge, or dil- 
cern all things, yet ais manng 
@ ſchiſzr2 or rent in the Church 
by bis dividing an.l ſeparating 
himſelf, is no good proof of his 


being. 
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being that ſpiritual may which 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of. For 
whereas there is amoug you 
envying ani ſtrife, and dwiſi- 
6115, are ye not carnal, an 
walk as men? for while one 
ſaith, I am of Paul, and ano- 
ther T am of Apolles, are ye 
#ot carnal? 1 Cor. 3. 3, 4. 
But beloved remember ye the 
wor1s which were ſpoken before 
of the Avottles of gur Lord Teſus 
Chrift, how that they told you 
there ſhould be os ia the 
lait time, who ſhould walk after 
tbeir own nngodly luſts , theſe 
be they who ſeparate themſelves, 
ſenſual , having mot the ſpirit 
Jude, v. 17. 18, 19. 

I (hall give you for a cloſe 
to this Part of my difcourle the 
judgement of Zacharias Vrſi- 
#15 (no friend to promiſcuous 
communion, ) upon the point,8& 
*© that 1s, that ubs non viget u- 


| 
\ 
, 


Chriſtians Duty. 
& ſus Diſcipline Fecleſtaitice , 
«&Cc. #. e. where the Church 
& hath no power of debarring 
« profane perſons from the 
«© Supper of the Lord, there 
cc 1t ſinneth net in admitting 
« them to it. Adding that when 
«{uch do thruſt themſelves 1n- 
«te the communion of Saints, 
© they do indeed profane the 
« Sacrament, but co themſelves 
© only, not co the Chureh, or 
© to the Saints that do com- 
© municate cogether with them. 
« And mereover he faith, 
& Mzinitter Eccleſie uli non viget 
& excommuniCatis excuſatus eſt, 
«&c. 71.e. thatthe Miniſter 
« of the Church where the po- 
c« wer of excommunication 16 
<< nct in force, i5 excuſed,lo he 
& do not wil.ingly give the 


. EE facrament to thoſe that a- 


« buſe it, bue do earneſtly 
« warn them, and detire ta 
5 pre yent 
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3 « prevenc the abuſes, So he, 
3 « Explic. Catechet. qu. $2. 


F 


Cum ergo ſive per negligentiam prepoſitorum, ſive 
per aliquam excuſabilem neceſſitatem, ſive per #c- 
eult gs obreftiones, invenim in Ecclefia males,quos 
Ecclefaſtica diſciplind corrigere aut coercere non 
poſſurmus, tune nec aſcendat in cor noſt, um impis 
& pernicioſa preſumprio,qua exiſtimemus,nos ab 
his eſſe ſeparandos, ut peccatis corum non inquine= 
mur, atq; its poſt nos trahere conemur velutt mun- 
dos ſanFts[q;, diſcipu'es ab unitatis compaye, quaſi d 
ma'orim conſo tio ſegregates « ventant in wentern 
le de ſcripturys ſinlitudines, Of divina oracula 
vel certiſſi a -xemp/a, quibus demonftratum (5 
pronunciatum eft, malos in Eccleſia permixt)s bo- 
| nis wſq; in finem ſeculi tempuſg; judicit futurcs, os 
nihil benis inunitste ac parlicipatione Sacramen- 
torum, qui eorum fadis non corſenſerint, ebjuturos. 
D. Aug. d. Fid. (F operid. cap. 5. 


3 Uſe. Hitherto we have ſeen how 
Sect. 24. the Point is Uſeful in the way 


|No. 1. of Information, and of Repre- 


henfion. Come we now in the 
third, and laſt place to Exhor- 
tatien. And if it be lo, that 


iti8the Duty of every under- 
ſtanding Chriſtian to commes= 
merate 


Fd I 
Chriftians Duty. 143 
morate the death of Chriſt by. 
# Worthy celebration of the Sup= 
$ per of the Lord, why then let 
'#, Us, every one of us, wh are 
1 ACuch,doe our duty in thi: point, 
| Jet us anſwer Gods call ; ob- 
ſerve his command ; come at 
his invitation ; and doe 1his 
which our Savior hath bid- 
| den us, in remembrance of 
z . him. 
To ſuch as are backward, 27, -, 
and cool towards the pcrfor- 
formance thereof, I ſhall] make 
| bold, in the way of motive, to 


preſent theſe conlideracions 

_ following. Firſt , Conſider 1 

! pray you, that whileft we are 

G. commemorating the death of 
; Chriſt, we are in the way of 

, duty, and whileft we are in 

the way of Duty, we are z* 

* the way of Bleſing, Though 
: none of our perſormances, the 

/ beſt of them not accepted, can 
| merit 
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merit any thing for the worth 
of them at the hand of God, 
yet being done in obedience 
to hv command, they havenu 
Bleſſing entailed on them by 
his moſt gracious promiſe. O 
come to the Lords Table poor 
creature; the Lord beftowes 
bleſſings there (and its good 
being where ſomething is to be 
gotten) thou mayeſt go anay 
from thence with blefling ; 
yea, I canaſſure thee, that if 
thou comet thither ſuch as 
thou ſhouldeſt, and carrieft thy 
ſelf there ſo as thou ſhonldeſt, 
thon ſhalt be blefſed;though not 
for yet in thy deed. 

Secondly , Conlider , that 
what is our Duty 15 alſo our 
Honour. How doe we think 
our ſelves honworred, when ſome 
great Perſon is pleaſcd to con- 
deſcend fo low as to look upon 
us, and bid wto his Table? 
When Hamman had been at cne 
banquet 


Chriſtians Duty. 


banquet of the Queens pre- 

paring, and was invited againſt 
the next day to enother, this 
filled his heare with joy and 
' gladnefſe he went forth (as it's 
| faid Eft. 5.9.) That day joy- 
| ful, and with & glad heart. 
And when he came home, fs 
big was he with the conceit of 
the honour done him, that he 


- # could not contain; but ſends 


+ and calls for his Wife and 
' Friends to tell them of his ho- 
3 nour, and glory, and promo- 
tion which had bcfallen him at 

$ court, And Haman ſaid more- 
| ever (Ver. 12. ) yes Ejther the 
Deen did let no w1an come int 
4 With the King unto the banquet 


% that ſhe had prepared, but my 


f ſelf: andte rorrow I am in- 
' vited unto her alſo with the 
? . King. Such account do men 
' gaturall; make of being invi- 
tcd to, and —— no at the-. 


Tables 


Yo.) 
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Tables of grrat Perſons. Oh 
what an honour tt is to them ? 
why ſure it muſt: be a much 
preater honour to be invited 
to, and be entertained at the 
Table of God himſel!, to be a 
Gueft at his board on whom 
ten-thenſand rinzes ten thon- 
fands of Angels do attend. 
Oh who —_ looſe :luch an 
honour as this? to eat and 
drtak at Gods Table, in the 
Houſe of God ? Methinks. there 
fhoufd be little need of bid- 
ding us doe, what is ſuch an 
Honour to the doers of it. 
*T were wofth an Ambition, fo 
Hetle need one would think 
there thould be of E£xhert ation 
to it, conſider ] befcech you, = 
ferionfly of it : what 1s your 
Dnty , is alſo your argnity: » 
your fervice in this 1s - even 
your honowr. This honour,es 
tt writtenhave all his Saincy. | 
Thirdly, Þ 


Chriitians Duty. 


147 


Thirdly, confider the Free- Ne.4. 


es of the Invitation, it extends 
to all conditions of Perſons. 
Kings and Great mien of the 
earth,they ule to invite nonets 
their Tables buc Princes and 
Great men. Gods Table v 4 
Free Table: free for the mean- 
eſt, as well as for the greatcR ; 
ſor every one that hungers, 
aud thirſts after the Lond 

ſns Chriſt, and communion 
with him. Ho, every one that 
thirfleth ceme ye to the waters 
of life. Every one: this is 
Gods language in lis invitati- 
ONS , Iſa. 55.1. Come into me 


| * all ye that labour and are heavy 


laden, Matth, 11. 28. If any 


as man thirff, let bim come rnnie 


> , 


me, and drint, Joh. 7. 37. 
And the Spirit and the Bridc 


» ſay, Come. And let him that 


"? 
* bim that is @ thirft, Come. And 


heareth ſay, Come. And !et 


| whoſoever will, let bim take of 


H 2 the 


Jew 
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the water of life freely, Rev. 
22-17. The invitation you 
ſee is general aind free: Oh 
why now ſhould any ſtey back 
from that Feaſt wbereunto all 

zre lo freely invited ? 
Fourthly, Conſider the V- 
1iverſality of the welcome that 
is given to the Gueſts at chis 
Feaſt. Poor people are apt to 
be poſſeſſed with a diſheart- 
ning modeſty, when invited 
toaFeaft, whereat they muſt 
be companions with their bet- 
ter*, and ro ſtay away out of 
an apprehenkon, that though 
bidden thither, yet they ſhall 
be looked hghtly on when 
there. It is notſo here Bre- 
thren. Outward preheminences 
ceaſe at Gods board: all are 
cquals there. He that firſt 
brought up the Feaft, made 
no difference among his gueſts, 
but gave to them all, and co 
them . 


ES. £& ai. 
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them all alike. And ſo its 
to tiis day ; none hath more 
honourable part or portion 
then anotacr (for we are all 
pariakers of thet one loaf, 1 
Cor. 10. 7.) all are entertain- 
ed alike. *'Tirs a communiog 
of Saints: be you bur ſuch, 
though your outward condt- 
tion be never fo mean,you ar? 
a3 good a Gueſt, as the beſt 
that is bidden : and fo you 
come prepared as you fhould, 
you ſhall be as kindly recetv- 
ed, end as welccmz made as 
the moſt honourable perſon 
that 1s at the Feaſt. 


Fifthly, Conyder the Ex- No, 6: 


eellency of the Cheer provided 
at that Feaſt. Men are ordinari- 
ly apt co fay, at fiteh, or ſuch a 


Feaſt we arc lure to have good 


Cheer, Ile not mifle that F-20 
by any means: Now certain 5 if 
tac goodneſs of the Cheer have a- 
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ny attraaiveneſſe in it, to 
draw men to the Feaſt, here is 
Cheer at this Feaſt incompara- 
bl. good beyond all that ever 
was, Or cai be at any other. 
mari here chow in the Textit 
15 ſet forth, winder the ticies of 
Bread and wine. the chiefeit 
and ciourit of mans nou» 
riihnients and refreſhments, 
either by way of meat, or 
drink. When Abraham re- 
turned from the {l.ughter of 
the kings ( Gen. 14. 18. He 
had an Entertainment given 
him by Melchizedeck King of 
Salem. And what think you 
did that King of Peace enter- 
tain this returning Conqueror 
withall ? Why, Melchizedeck 
King of Salem brought forth 
Bread and Wine. Bread, and 
Wine are furniture for the 
Table of a King. *Tis & royal 
entertainment that you are like 
{0 
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to bave at Gods Table. Heres 


Bread to ſatisfy your hunger, 


and heres wire to allay and 
quench vour Fhirſt ; Let him 
eat of that Bread, and drink 
of that Cup : Not barely Jet 
him cat Bread, and drink of 
a Enp, but with an Article 
pomnting at the emineney, and 
excellency of this Bread, and 
Cp above and beyond all 
other, ch TY *eTv $I 1&T@» fy $% 
Ts ToJnele Tiyvera , let him cat 
of that Bread, and drink of 
that Cup, let him refreſh him- 
ſelf with that moſt excellent 
Bread and Wine. And truly 
ſuch 15 the Bread and Pine, in 
the Supper of the Lord, if you 
conlider them eccording te 
the Sacramenxtial Nature there- 
of. For as ſuch, they are to 
the worthy Receivers thereof 
the very Body and Blood of the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, When ſaith 

FH. 4. the 
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the Apoſtle Paul ( 1 Cor. 10. 
x6.) The Cup of Bleſſing, which 
we bleſſy is it not the Communzon 
of the Blood of Chriſt ? The 
Bread which wo break i it not 
the Communion of the body of 
Chriſt ? that is, moſt afſuredly 
it 15 ſo. And fort is to the 
worthy Receiver thereof, who 
really, though ſpiricuaily eats 
the Fleſh, and drinks the blood 
of the Son of Men. Oh tow 
deſirous now methinks fhouid 
every one be to be feeding on 
thoſe Celeſtial Delicacics ! Me- 
thinks I ſhould hear every man 
ſaying in his heart to Jeſus 
Chrif, in the words, though 
not in the ſenſe of thoſe Jews 
in Joh. 6 34. Lord everiore 


gie us this bread. 
Sixchly, conlider the Bexe- 


© - fits, that may come to you, by 


eating of that Bread, and 
driving of that Cup. They 
are 


) 
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are many ; but that I may not 
be tedious I will mention bur 
Four, The Firft,is the jirexgth- 
ning of thy Soul by the increaje 
of thy Grace. Haſt thou httle 
Grace in thee ? and 1s that lic- 
tle weak? and wouldeſt thou 
have it more,and more ſtrong? 
O come then to the Lords Ta- 
ble, feed, feed heariily on the 
Lords Body there broken for 
thee:that will as verily add z7- 
creaſe to thy Grace and make 
ie more ; and add jir-gth to 
thy grace ſtronger,as thy body 
( if capable chereof ) receives 
z4creaſe and irength from the 
bread which thou cateſt, He 
that eateth me, even he ſhall 
Live by me, Joh. 6. 57. 


Thelecond 1s ttie refr-/hing No. $: 


of thy Soul, with the pardon of 


th; ſin. * *s cay foul © Qui inardacaverit Lac 
c9"'p35 firt ef remit? $0c-, 
CAT) 47-,, D, Ar:5r.4.1.dev " 


wounded with,and 
lick of tim? and is gu cap.5 
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154. The underſtanding 
it thirft after the Pardon of 
Gn? Oh come then to the Lords 
Table, drink, yea drink 
heartily of the Cup of the 
Lord, of the Blood of the 
Loxd there poured forth for 
thee. That will cleanſe and 
heal thy wounds, and that 
will revive and refreſh thy 
* Cer neftram eſca ifta ſoul, * No wine 
conf mar Go pots vfe yy re {healing or 
Ietificat cor hominis D. OF 
Ambrol. lib de iis ous Ore refreſhing to 
myſtertls iritiartur. c. 9.4 wounded or 
Defecatis animis carnis fainting Body 
ejus exu/rurn hon eff hor- then the blood of 
ror ſec hono14, þ"33ne Chriſt to a foul 
{anctt © } aneifcantis _ 
ſanguitis jpiritus 1:Jo5;,, that bleeds under 
tur. D Cyprian de Cen. the ſenſe of lin, 
Dom Cy; 111329, Inzaſti and thirls after 
orga fe 14 C2'2ir's Pardon for in, 
Per Me, gir@ It 027/0- And this is offered 


lations cib:'s 7 patulum ; 
to the right pre- 


$ SR ” / i * &, a — 
cor dis. [MEiaREs NN {,50- 


Al fl: Thoo/eg. 22:2. 19, nared commer; this 
| 47- 18 Exiuibiied ro the 
w9;thy reeciver of that ſacred 
| Seal. 
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Chriſtians Duty. fs 
Zeal. . The blood of Feſus Chriſt 
his Son cleenſeth ws from all ſin, 
x Joh. 1.7. 2 x 
The third is the more meer Noe 9. 
Uniting of thy Soul with thy 
Saviour. Fat of that Bread, 
and drink that Crp of the Lord 
worthily, and Chrift by that 
meanes will be brought to 
dwell in you, an1 you in 
Chret; You will be brogght 
to be one with Chriſt 
* and Chriſt with * He accepra 
you. He that. eatcrh 4774 banſfta, id 
wy felh and drinketh Croite, os __ "= 
. C::rifto, hrie 
ny liood, dwelleth in gin whis fit.D. 
me, and I in bim, Joh. Hiler. de Trin. 1. 
6, 59. Now he that 8. Sd g&& ws ipft, 
worthily receives theſe £97P# £145 efecti, 
pledoes of the love of Sacr amentss. 
» re Sacramenti 
Chrift, he that eats of gynedimur of u- 
chat Bread and drin+s nimur D. Cyprian, 
of that Cupin 4 right 42 Cer. Dom, | 
manner, he ſpiritually eats 
the fieſh of Chrilt and drinks 
11s 


—— 


The underflanding 
his blood, and is really made 
a Partaker ofthem. So now, 
as there is an union bertwixt 
the eater, and the thing eaten, 
reſulting from the cating of it ! 


Juſt ſo there is an union be- 


ewixt Chriſt, and thoſe that cat 
his fleſh, and drink his blood 
reſulting from their particips- 
tion cf him : they both grow 
into one myflical body. The 
difference is, that the union 
berwixc the clements caten and 
the body of the cater is natu- 
rel and carnal : but the union 
betwizc Chri4 and the ſou] of 
the] worthy Communicant, is 
furpernatural,and ſpiritua). Oh 
then wouldeſt thou be one ſpi- 
rit with Chriſt ? wouldeſt thou 
be joyned te the Lords body; 
become. tleſh of his flcſh., 


 Inilla mfiica * and bone of his bune? 
ifributicne ſ7117- gyouleft thou be more 
alu alimonia hec 
rmperfitur, hac 


nearly united uno 


Chritt, 


Chriſtians Duty. 157 
Chriſt, and be one with ſamitur ut accipi- 


Chrit? come then with nies virtutem cx- | 


right affeftions, and due Fs c15, in car- 


Y:eparation unto the 
Fords Table and there enemy we 
thou ſhalt have thac bleſ- Haz. Ep. ad Eccl. 
fed conjun&ion wrought ©ftantinop. 
betwixt thy foul and thy Sevi- 
our. The cup of bleſſing which 
we bleſs.,is it not the communn10r 
of the blood of Chrift? The 
bread which we break, is it not 
the communiex of the body of 
Chrift? 1 Cor. x0. 16 
The Fourth and laR is, The 
immortality of loth your ſoul 
end body. Other food feeds 
at the beſt bue onely unto a 
temporal life, buc this food 
beeds to a life ecernal, 
4 Tamtbte living bread Q yer jan ade. 
which Came down from /aborara impeniis 
keaven, If any man eat of © 4! comvivia 
this bread , he ſhall live Fob Ann 
; e mo: talitatss 
for ever : ani the bread ilmoeia datur, 
that s: 


nem ipfins,qui care 


T | 
I; 


| 
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The underflanding 


« communibut cibss that T will orve is my fleſh 
_ <rferens, corpora- which T will give for the 


bis ſubſtantie reti- life of the world, Joh. 6. 


| | Sarkys Jpeciem , ſed 51. And he that eateth 


 virtytis diving ; 
in viſibili efficien- me, even he ſhall live by 


Dom. 


tis probans adeſſe me, ib. ver.57. well now 
| prejentiarm. 
Cyprian, d? Gan. 


D. he that rightly partici- 
pates of the Sacramental 
lienes the Bread and Cup 
here ſpoken of in the Text,he 
cats the fleſh of the Son of God, 
and drinks his blood : and he 
that doth ſo, hath life ecerna]l. 
Who fo eatech my fleſh and 
drinketh my blood, hath eter- 
nal life, and I will riſe him up 


at the laſt day, Fvb. 6.54. Oh 


now wouldſt thou nec Iye 
down for ever under the Do- 
minien of Neath ? nor be held 
an everlafting prifoner to cor- 
ruption ? feed then on this 11- 
ving Bread, this bread of life, 
this bread which oivcs life: feed 
thy (elf (piricually on the Lord 

| Telus 


Chrijtians Duty. 
Teſus Chriſt, cat his Fleſh,and 
drink his Blood : and fecd thy 
ſelf Sacramentally on this 
Breas and Cup which the Texc 
here ſpeaks of, and thou ſhalc 
have thy wiſh. This fosd ſets 
thoſe that * partake of it Chriftus jhj ej 
free from the bonds of #5: Clriftus mibi- | 
mortality an corrupti- PY® ; gnom9do 
- it renders r : marietur cut crbus 
on : it renders them un- ,4, of 2 oumnds 
mortal and incorrupti- deficict, qui, ha- 
ble. He that eatcth of verit vitslem 
: d SF ſubtartiam? D 
this bread ſhall live for e- FIPS He 
. Ambro!. 
ver » Joh. 6.53. Thi 6, .._"cp,mn; 1 
2rfws Chriſti e- | 
Bread can be taxen by yr 7 vite 8- 
none but hint that be- rene triton efſe- | 
lieves on the Lord Jeſirg Particles. __ 
Chriſt, Now He that bo. 210% THe eiowen 
lieveth on the Sou of Cel 5, un onteler 5 | 
hath everls fling life. Toluincorruptibiles Ja"{ 
6. 47. and though diectt. D. Aug, ,Þ 
he muſt for a wile, yet he | 
ſha'! nor die for ever, Joh. 2 4. 
26. bat ſhall be raiſed rp to & 
life cternal at the lajt day, foi. 
6. 40, 54» io 


A 
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The underſtanding 

To conclude this Point ther. 
If any hope of a Blefſing ; or 
any ſen'e of Honour ; If free- 
nels of Invitation, Aſſurance 
of Welcome, or Excellency of 
Entertainment may be preva- 
Jent wich us, we have enough , 
for we hare all theſe, to draw 
us to this Feaſt of good things : 
To che end then that we may 
have our Graces increaſed,our 
fins pardoned, our ſou]s uni- 
ted unto Chriſt here, and both 
our fonles and bodies conhr- 
med by Chtiſt in an eternal 
enjoyment of life hereafter, let 
us, as the Apoſtle here exhorts 
11S, cat of that Bread, and 
drink of that Cup. 

Eat of that bread! and drink, 
of that Cup! Why ther's c- 
now, yea t00 many, ſome will 
ſay no doubt, ready enough 
to do that , without half this 
bidding. They cannot be 


Kept 
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"* Chriſtians Duty. 
* kept from it, ſo liccle need is 
there of exhorting them to it. 
Truly I am of the ſame nund : 
| yet foraſmuch as the Duty is 
(- Ef General,cqually belonging un - 
_toall that profeile chem(elves 
Chriſtians, I cannot but ex- 
hort-ul: c1ar profeſs themſelves 
Chriftians,to the Duty. 

Buc chen I nvilt bzſeech all, SeF. 26. 
to whom I give this Invication, 
ta coniider chat the Duty of 
Receiving the Sacramental 
Bread and Wine is not to go a- 
loxe by ic ſelf, butis to be Uth- 
red in by another Duty,name- 
ly, thet of ſelf-examinatio:2, 
_- And my exhorta 101 15 to be 

,; underſtood as reaching unto 

do both. For theſe hath the A- 
. * poltle joyned together; and 

ji ſet the one in order before 
{| the other, to ſhew that the one 
is to be done, as a Preparatory 


1 At in Order to our more 
| Chriſtian 
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other. And:'what God hath 
put together, let no man part 
alunder: but do what God 
hath ordered, and do it in 


Gods order: Eat indecd 


that Bread and drmk' of that 


Cup : But hrſt examine hamſelf. 


before he do either. For fo 
lie the Words,and the 12utics 
thereby commanded in the 
; Text. But let a man examine 
himſelfe, and ſs let him eat of 
that bread and drink, of that 
cup. Andſol ſhould paſs from 
the Primarie and ſubſtantial 
Duty of the Text , to that 
which 15s Subordinate and Cir- 
cumſtantia}, in it viz. that of 
Examming a mans (elf, touch- 
ing which,the Point that] have 
laid down is this. 

Iz order to a worthy celebra- 
tion, of the Supper of the 
Lord, it is the Duty of e- 

very 


The underſtanding **7 
Chriſtian Performance of the. 


4 


Fi 


Chritians Duty. 163 2 
very Communicant to exa- : 
mine himſelf before be eat 
or ' tat bread and drink 
of that ciip : but ict a man 
examine himlſeit. Nos. 
In the hand'ing of this 
Point, ſhould be ſhewn, Firſt 
that it 18 requiſite that every 
Communicant do Prepare 
himſelf for the Lords Table, 
by ſelf examination. Second- 
ly wherein that preparation 
doth confift. Bui there 2s (© 
much and ſo well fpoken of 
this by cther more able Per- 
ſons, that I am willing tore- 
ferr the Readerfor his Inftruft- 
wn unto them, and to {pare 
him the trouble of reading a- 
ny thing further ( of this na. 
rure ) of mine. The Lord ſan- 
Aihe tro him and me what hatin 
already been ſaid. 
Now unto him that is able to 
| keepe you from falling , and to 
preſent 
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The underſtanding, &c. 
preſent you faultleſſe before thy 
preſence of bu glory with excee- 
ding joy, To the onely wife Ged 
our Saviour be glory, and Maje- 
fly, Dominion and power, now, 
and for ever. Amett. 


The Author's Praycr- 


Lmighty and evcr/u*ing 
God, wWiich maker is 
F both to wiil a! to do? 


theſe things that be good and 
acceptable unts thy Haujely, 
vorchſafe I Tumbly pray thee, 
Thy graciow Acceptation to 
What thou halt enabled Thy 
weak and unworthy Inftrument 
to perform 74 this Treatiſe. 
And be pleaſed ſo te prepare 
and diſpoſe the heart of every 
ore that ſhall read it, that he 
may be capable of receiving 
profit by it : yea do Thou ſo 
ſanfifie end bleſs it unto him, 

that 
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The Author's Prayer. 165 3 
that he may have cauſe to bleſs 3 
ana glorifie Thee for it. If 1 
have bereis built upon thy foun- 
dation any thing that ſhall de- 
ſerve to be burnt, O let thy Pur - 
gatory fire paſſe upon it, but let 
thy ſervant be ſaved. x any 
good ſlrall hereby redound unto 


any of thy either doubting or de- 
ceived people, net unte me, O 
"Lord, not unto me, but unto thy 
. Name be the Glery. Remember 


18, O my God, with the fawour 

* that thou beareſt wato thy pes- 

” >Þle, and ſpare me according to 

:. the greatneſs of thy mercy, 

even through him t5at loved me, 

and gave bi: {cif for me, Chriff 

Fejus thy Lear and only Son,my 

ever ble{ſed Lord andonly Savie 

eur, To whom With thy ſelf, and 

thy moſt Sacred Spirit, Three 

TE Perſons in One God, be all Ho- 

' mour, Glory,and Praiſe aſcribed 

#&. for ever. Atnen. 
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